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Nation-Wide Peace Drive During 
The F irst | Week of Conscription 


THE PACIFIST ALTERNATIVE 
WILL BE PLACED BEFORE 
THE BRITISH PEOPLE 


A “Peace Service Handbook” 


For Every Household! 


HE real fight against conscription will begin on Saturday week, June 3. 


On that day will take place the registration of all men between 20 and 
21 affected by what will then be called the Military Training Act. 


Conscientious objectors, by enrolling on the special register to be kept for them, or 
by refusing to enrol at all, will challenge the Government’s right to impose compulsory 


military training. 


On Monday, June 5, will begin the Peace Pledge Union’s national campaign for 


International Service for Peace. 


It will last a week. 


Feature of the campaign will be the broadcasting of the Peace Service Handbook, 


which offers constructive suggestions for progress towards peace. 


that every household in the land will receive one. 


Some Will Refuse 


To Register 


REPORTS are being received that many 
objectors will refuse to recognize the 
Act, 

This point of view is particularly strong 
in Birmingham, as revealed Mr. Herbert 
Whatley, Birmingham PPU leader, to the 
Peace Pledge Union National Council last 
Saturday. 

Total opposition of this kind will render 
the objector? liable to heavy penalties. A 
fine of £5 may be imposed for refusing to 
register, with imprisonment for non-pay- 
ment. If, after this, the objector still 
refuses to register he will be automatically 
placed on the military register, summoned 
for medical examination, and drafted into 
the militia. He will then, logically, refuse 
to obey any military order, which will cause 
him to be brought before a court-martial. 


Mr. Hore-Belisha, in the House of Com- 
mons on May 18, undertook, under Opposi- 
tion pressure, to “ discover the proper form 
of words” to deal with “the man who 
refuses to accept the verdict of the tribunal 
and declines to obey a military order on 
the ground of his conscience.” 

He said: 

“We do desire to deal with the man who 
is prepared to go to prison rather than obey 
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a military order because of his conscien- 
tious views, and... we will consider 
whether before the Bill is through we can 
insert a proposal which will cover his 
desires either in this House or in another 
place [the House of Lords].” 

Conscientious objectors who are willing 
to do work of national importance, and 
allotted to do so by the tribunals, will be 
sent for six rnonths to work camps under 
civil control. They will be given training 
in work of civil character, including affore- 
station of waste land, agriculture and the 
redemption of land which has fallen out of 
cultivation. 

They will receive the same pay as the 
militiamen, ls. 6d. a day, together with 
allowances for dependents. 

No confirmation has yet been forthcoming 

(Continued on page 12). 


It is hoped ultimately 


This hoarding, used by Truro 
pacifists has apparently had a 
surreptitious visit from the 
Military. 

But which of the two appeals 
“ gets home" ? 


Read the posters from left 
to right and you will agree 
that the Territorials' publicity 
enthusiast could not have done 
his cause more disservice than 
to expose it to a contrast of 
this kind. 

Which suggests an idea. 

Look out for Army notices 
of this kind in your district 
and, where permissible, " fly- 
billpost “ a suitable PPU poster 
alongside it ! 


Competition in 
Propaganda : 
A Reéeruiting Poster 
whieh really hasn’¢ 
had a chanee! 


Opposition to Conscription Continues 


Throughout 
C 


the Country 


HANGES in the Military Training Bill introduced during the 
committee and report stages were reviewed at a meeting of 
the Council of Christian Pacifist Groups held on Monday. A 


report was also made on the Council’s deputation to the Minister 
of Labour (reported in last week’s Peace News). 


Whilst it was recognized that the Govern- 
ment had sincerely tried to provide for the 
case of the conscientious objector as they 
understood it, the new clause [3 (8)], 
requiring the conscientious objector to 
undergo six months’ training provided or 
approved by the Minister of Labour, was 
felt to be very disquieting. 

The Council felt that the peace movement 
ought to maintain its protest against the 
Bill, not only for the sake of the con- 
scientious objector but also for that of the 
young men who accepted its demands 
without realizing what they involved, and 
because of its effect on the policy of the 


whole country. 

The Council also desired to make it 
known that its members would be at the 
service of those who felt they ought con- 
scientiously to resist, whatever the line 
they felt it right to take. 

It was not possible, however, to deal with 
questions of detail and procedure until the 
regulations under the Act were available. 
It was thought that the various pacifist 
movements would doubtless wish jointly to 
establish area and local committees to give 
advice to conscientious objectors who 
desired it. 


Other news of opposition to conscription : 


ORTHAMPTON conscientious objectors are 
finding it wise to become “tribunal-con- 
scious.” Ata meeting of the Northampton Group 
of the Peace Pledge Union held last Thursday, a 
mock tribunal “ tried” several Sigel and the 
: proceedings were conducted on 
PEACE .~  jines expected to be similar to 
SOCIETIES © those of actual hearings. 
Members who sat on the tribunal attempted to 
be as biassed as possible toward militarism to 
give the younger members a thorough test and as 
a result of the “ trial” several pertinent questions 
concerning alternative service were thrashed out. 


“Work of national importance" seems to be 
troubling some of the younger members, who are 
rather undecided about its full implicatioa, but 
undoubtedly this is a matter which rests with ‘he 
individual alone. 


An answer by one CO, which sums up the 
general objections voiced at the meeting, is worth 
recording. The CO said: “I object on absolute 
grounds for two reasons: (1) War is wrong and 
peace cannot be obtained by war: (2) Conscrip- 
tion is wrong becausc it is a definite aid to war. 
Conscription, because it is compulsory, savours 
of fascism, and fascism, which is naturally 
aggressive, cannot, therefore, be defeated by con- 
scription, as is apparently the aim.” 

The meeting decided that it would perhaps be 
wisest for the answers of COs at actual tribunals 


(Continued on page ‘11). 
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The 


More Modifications 


“WORK OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE” 
CAMPS TO BE STARTED 


Training Bill, which will probably be law by the time this 


\ X / E summarize below further modifications of the Military 


issue of Peace News appears. 
When the Act is passed we will publish a condensed version for 


the convenience of readers who 
provisions. 


desire to be familiar with all its 


No protection for CO’s against losing Only 12 Tribunals 
their jobs through doing work of There will be only about a dozen tribu- 


national importance 


A second attempt to get conscientious 
objectors’ jobs safeguarded if they are 
taken from them to do work of national 
important was made by Mr. T. Williams 
during the discussion of the Bill in Com- 


mittee. It failed. 

Mr. Ernest Brown, Minister of Labour, 
refused to extend to conscientious objeetors 
the protection afforded to militiamen. The 
consequence is that if a conscientious 
objector is ordered to do his six months of 
training in some job other than his own 
he has no assurance that on the completion 
of his training he will get his job back. 

However, Mr. Brown gave the assurance 
that any Government employee affected in 
this way would be reinstated; and as for 
local governments or private employers, 
he said the Government “should desire 
that, apart from due reason given, they 
should reinstate such men.” 


Civil Liberties of Conscripts 


Conscripts may remain members of any 
political party of their choice, and can con- 
tinue their affiliation to any trade union. 
They may not take an active part in poli- 
tics, but may attend political meetings, 
even in uniform. If they attend pacifist 
meetings in uniform, it is probable that an 
interesting situation with regard to the 
Sedition Act will arise. This was not re- 
ferred to in the debate. 


No Vote at 20 


The Government refused to extend the 


franchise to the conscripts or to allow 
them the right of “collective presentation 
of grievances.” 


Members of tribunals to be civilians 

Mr. Brown gave a further assurance that 
no one attached to the Armed Forces will 
sit on the tribunals. | 

“The tribunal will be a civil tribunal,” 
he said, “as the whole procedure up to the 
day when the boy goes into the Army is 
a civilian procedure.” 

One member of both the local and appel- 


‘late tribunals» willebesappointed. by the 


Minister after consultation with organiza- 
tions representative of workers. 


— 


OUTH HOUSE—the residential centre for pro- 

gressive youth. tnternationalism and fellow- 
ship in active communal Iife. Single bed-sitting 
rooms, lis. 6d. pw For particulars apply: 
Secretary. Youth House, 250 Camden Road, 
Lonise, NW.t. GULtiver 5189. 


——— -— - 


Cycling tours 
in EUROPE 


Meet fellow cyclists and swim- 
mers of other countries: see 
more scenery and towns than 
trampers: share holidays awheel 
and in hostels. Parties of 10 
led. 15 day runs suitable for 
average riders. JULY 29: The 
Two Irelands £8 10s.; Germany 
£5 10s. + 70 RM; Holland, 
£8 15s. AUGUST 5: France 
£7 5s; England and Wales, 
£4 15s.; 6: Denmark £10 5s.; 19: 
England and Wales; 27: Den- 
mark. Excess over costs re- 
funded. 


B Tours—Programme post free from Hon. Sec. : 


6, BAINBRIGGE RD., LEEDS, 6 


nals in all. The areas over which they 
will have jurisdiction will correspond 
roughly to the Ministry of Labour divi- 
sions throughout the country. This means 
that considerable hardship will be the lot 
of many objectors, who will have to travel 
great distances to the tribunals. 


The chairman of the appellate tribunal 
will not necessarily be a judge of the High 
Court (or, in Scotland, a judge of the 
Court of Session). By a Government 
amendment he now need only be “a bar- 
rister or solicitor of not less than ten 
years standing.” Thus a barrister or a 
solicitor who may have had no judicial 
experience at all may be appointed by the 
Lord Chancellor (or the Lord President of 
the Court of Session in Scotland) to these 
important posts. 

The Government’s intentions with regard 
to “work of national importance” are now 
clear. 


onscription Bill: 


The Government's intentions with 
regard to “ work of national impor- 
tance” are now clear 

Work camps are to be set up where con- 
scientious objectors will undergo training 
under civilian control. Mr. Brown, making 
the announcement in the Commons, said 
that each man would “when directed by 
the Minister, undertake a continuous period 
of six months’ training either provided by 
the Minister or approved by him. During 
that period he should receive pay and 
allowances similar to those which are beirfg 
received by those undergoing military 
training, and the work should be of a civil 
character and under civil control.” 


About Registration 


We are indebted to the Editor of The 
Friend for the following information :— 

According to Lord Munster, speaking 
last Monday in the House of Lords, Satur- 
day, June 3, will be the appointed day on 
which every man who is between twenty 
and twenty-one years of age must register 
himself under the Military Training Act. 
Announcements to this effect will be made 
next week by posters, through the Press, 
and by broadcast announcements. 

Registration must take place at the 
Employment Exchange nearest to the place 
at which the applicant is at the time, but 
if he is more than six miles from an 
Exchange he can send his application by 
post, and if he is ill or otherwise prevented 
he must write and explain the circum- 
stances. Such communications should be 
received by the Emplcyment Exchange on 
the appointed day. 

If the applicant is a conscientious objec- 
tor he should ask that his name be put on 
the Register for Conscientious Objectors, 
and his name will be recorded provision- 
ally. 


“Conscription and Conscience” 
The Voice of Experience 


The Lesson for Today 


N case it has not already been made clear, 
or has not yet occurred to everybody, I 
should like to point out that requests to 
Messrs. Allen & Unwin for a new and cheap 
edition of the late JoHN WILLIAM GRAHAM’S 
Conscription and Conscience are of little 
value if the petitioners do not intend to buy 
at least one copy. 

Indeed, in view of the inevitably sma!l 
number who will feel moved to make such 
a request, it is essential, if the effort is to 
meet with any success, that some at any 
rate should be prepared to ensure the sale 
of quite large numbers of copies. There is 
a limit to the philanthropy of the most 
sympathetic publisher! 


* 


But I am more than ever convinced of 
the importance of somehow bringing the 
contents of this valuable book before the 
young men of this country. ~ 

The preface alone, by the late CLIFFORD 
ALLEN, is of exceptional importance, par- 
ticularly at this time. The writer even 
foresaw this fact: 

The need for a permanent record of this 
story is twofold. It is desirable that the ex- 
perience of the last six years should be avail- 
able for reference in the event of a similar 
resistance becoming necessary in the future; 
and it is important that material should be 
provided for historians to decide the place of 
these events in the history of the growth of 
social liberty or the struggle for international 
peace. 

Many people take it for granted that the end 
of the war implies the end of compulsory mili- 
tary service. They do not seem aware of the 
danger that an age which believes itself to 
favour democratic systems of government may 
falsely apply the argument of equality in 
service to its military organization. 


The Struggle in 1916 


ORE important than his all too accurate 

forecast is CLirrorp ALLEN’S insistence 
upon “the most notable characteristic of 
the struggle here recorded.” That charac- 
teristic was the objectors’ realization “that 
the overthrow of conscription as a system, 
rather than the refusal of a particular ser- 
vice it imposed, must be their contribution 
to the wider struggle against warfare.” 


He is at pains to emphasize the point, 
and says, again, that they adopted that 
line against conscription “ because it was 
an illegitimate exercise of State power.’ 


And he adds: 

Consequently the protest can be rightly 
claimed as a great effort of citizenship, the 
object of which was service to the community 
through the defeat of an evil system. 


* 


CuirrFoRD ALLEN points out that this 
radical line did not develop all at once, 
but that “in its early stages the resistance 
was prompted by an individual sense of 
the rightness or wrongness of particular 
services imposed by the Military Service 
Acts.” Those wno today accept his “con- 
clusion to be drawn from this experence ” 
will be able to learn from it and see that 
this time the resistance is even more 
effective. 

That conclusion is that “any resistance 
that may be called for in the future should 
be conducted from the outset as a direct 
struggle with the whole system of con- 
scription, and must be organized upon the 
widest possiole basis.” 


Making Conscription 
Unworkable 


ONE could go on quoting from this book 

—and particularly from its remarkable 
preface, indefinitely. One more point that 
CLIFFORD ALLEN makes I must include in 
these notes because it is of specially topical 
interest. 

Discussing the effect of resistance con- 
ducted as he suggests in the paragraph just 
quoted, he points out that it would strike 
at the root of conscription by making it 
impossible for the Government to solve the 
problem as it did, to some extent in the 
War, and as it now proposes to do—that it, 
by a variety of special schemes designed to 
satisfy one objection or another. 


* 


As he explains: 


You can only work a tribunal system if the 
tribunals have to deal with applicants who can 
be examined and sorted, rejected and ex- 


Business As 
Usual 


APTAIN CROOKSHANK, Finan- 
cial Secretary to the Treasury, 


told Parliament recently that, after 
the Great War, the British Exchequer 
credited to the German Clearing 
Office £40,000 in favour of Krupps 
for the use of armament patents dur- 
ing the hostilities of 1914-18. 


He will then and there receive a certifi- 
cate of registration and also a form of 
application to the tribunal, giving full par- 
ticulars as to the manner in’ which he 
should present his claim for exemption to 
the local tribunal. It is likely that this 
application will have to be sent in within 
fourteen days. 

When the applicant goes to the Labour 
Exchange to register he should take with 
him his birth certificate, or, better still, a 
copy of the certificate, which all men 
between 193 and 214 can obtain without 
charge. 

(In England and Wales a form of appli- 
cation for a free copy of birth certificate 
can be obtained from the nearest Superin- 
tendent Registrar of Births and Deaths. 
This, when filled up, should be sent to the 
Super. Registrar in the district in which 
the applicant was born. ‘In Scotland appli- 
cation must be made and the form sent 
to the local registrar in each case). 

Tt is advisable that steps should be taken 
immediately to obtain such a copy. If he is 
an employed person the applicant should 
also take with him his Unemployment 
Insurance book, or, at any rate, have with 
him particulars as to its number. 


When the conscientious objector has 
received his certificate of registration and 
has sent in his form to the tribunal he will 
not incur any further Hability under the 
Act until his case has been finally dis: 
posed of by the local or Appeal Tribunal. 

The penalty for failing to register is £5 


“Peace News ” Offices 
3, Blackstock Road, 
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empted according to their opinions on pacifism 
und warfare. They are unworkable, if they 
are faced by a mere bald assertion that the 
applicant entirely denies the right of the State 
even to introduce conscription, and by a re- 
fusal to acquiesce in any of its provisions. Nor 
can you then settle the problem of the resister 
by offering him various civil alternatives to 
military service, for he will meet this offer 
each time by a complete denial of the right 
of the State to impose military service or any 
of its alternatives under conscription. 


Those who are determined to make their 
Stand on the very ground that CLIFFORD 
ALLEN urged out of his experience as chair- 
man of the No Conscription Fellowship will 
find here their justification for making 
their practical protest at the earliest pos- 
sible moment—as some at least are reported 
to be intending—by refusing to register at 
all next Saturday. 


Does Not Feel Free 


NE of the arguments for opposing con- 
scription as a system (rather than for 
seeking ways of fulfilling the requirements 
of the Act without damage to one’s con- 
science) is that it forces men into a posi- 
tion where it is virtually impossible for 
them to change thrir views and avork ac- 
tively against war and war BEM ont 
I came across an actual illustration of this 


Point only just after conscription was first 
announced. 


A young Quaker had joined the Territorial 
Army in anticipation of conscription. Yet he 
had a sensitive enough conscience to attend a 
meeting to consider opposition to conscription, 
and he confessed to that meeting that though he 
was still uncertain in his mind he did not feel 
free to leave the army now. 

How much less free will be the many 
who are not so troubled yet are by no 
means irrevocably confirmed believers in 
armed force? 


* 


The fact that conscription means loss of 
freedom was a point naturally made by 
Henry CarRTER in his excellent Merttens 
Peace Lecture at the beginning of this 
week. For his subject was “Liberty and 
Authority in the Modern World.” 

We shall be reviewing the lecture later 
in its full form as published. 

H.S.M. 
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PEACE NEWS 


How the Czechs Are Resisting 
Hitler’s Rule KOT 


REFUSING TO 


CO-OPERATE 


WITH THE INVADER 


Spirit of National Unity 
Is Still Alive 


Nazi invasion has not resulted in the complete subjugation 


Ns from the former Czech State clearly shows that the 


of the population, and that passive resistance has become the 
order of the day. Even food offered for distribution by the Germans 


is being refused. 


The feeling among the inhabitants of 
Bohemia-Moravia is indicated by the fact 
that 97.4 percent of those eligible have 
-oined the National Unity Party, the only 
legal political party. Even the organizers 
of the campaign had expected a maximum 
membership of some eighty percent. ° 

It was made clear in the press that to 
withhold membership was equivalent to 
accepting Germanization. 

The same spirit of solidarity has resulted 
in thousands of citizens visiting national 
snrines recently, 

Protestations against the celebration of 
Hitler’s fiftieth birthday assumed a re- 
markable form in Prague. 

The monument of Huss was decorated 
with flowers, some 30,000 floral tributes 
being placed on the steps at the foot of the 
monument. The national motto “ Pravda 
Vitezi” (“Truth Conquers”) was formed 
in flowers in letters two yards high. 

Later a high police official was able to 
persuade the crowd round the monument 
to allow the words to be removed. In their 
place appeared the Communion Cup, sym- 
‘bolizing the Hussites’ protest against the 
Roman Catholic Communion. 

: From an article in Le Barrage it appears 

that this demonstration was by no means 
an isolated symptom. The writer, René 
Gerin, after declaring that he and the 
group to which he belongs are opposed to 
any national war, points out that this atti- 
tude does not lead to defencelessness but 
to passive resistance. 


Invaders “ Not Real Enemies ” 


“We are fighters for peace,” he writes, 
“and not cowards whose pacifism arises 
from fear of blows. We certainly do not 
separate the fight for peace from the fight 
for liberty; we are therefore opponents of 
fascism. 

“ By passive resistance we mean the will 
not to submit to the oppressors, of what- 
ever nationality, the refusal to collaborate 
with them in any way; ‘the manly refusal 
to obey’ which, as Bart. de Ligt puts it, 
‘conquers without violence,’ especially 
when those one is fighting are no real 
enemies, inspired by hatred, but poor 
devils who are also the victims of the in- 
ternational powers which oppress all 
peoples without distinction. 

“Hitler committed a crime against peace 
and liberty by taking possession of Czecho- 
Slovakia. 

“The Czechs, taken aback as they ~:een, 
did not offer violent resistance. It was. 
however, to be forseseen that they wculd 
not quietly accept their new status of ‘ pro- 
tected.’ Hitler and his clique have already 
discovered this, and to the many historizal 
facts which illustrate and confirm our 
position we can add some new ones. 


_ _ How They Resist ; 

“ Paris-Midi of April 16 does not hesitate 
to write that ‘in the Czech country the in- 
vader finds himself faced by a powerful 
passive resistance’ and to support this 
brings out the following array of facts: 

“During the first days of the occupaion field- 
kitchens were placed at all street corners of 
Prague. Soup, bread, sauerkraut, was all distri- 
buted free to the population. But there were no 
takers. \ 

“<The German soUp.is poisoned’ announced 
the inscriptions on the walls. 


been discharged; the authorities informed them 
that they could get registered at the unemploy- 
ment offices and receive the dole. Barely 3 per- 
cent accepted this alms. 

“No single Czech consents to go and work in 
Germany. 

“The Czech workers ‘ sabotage’ the production 
in the Skoda factories. 

“The cafés frequented by Germans have been 
put on the index; in the others; Swastika wearers 
are not served. 

“In Chudrim, a small town of 13,000 in- 
habitants, all the shops are closed because they 
would not serve a single German. 

“The lead and silver mines of Pribram were 
destroyed by the Czechs on the day the German 
troops made their entry. 

“In Bohemia the traffic accidents grow more 
numerous and, as by chance, the drivers of 
German military lorries are the victims 

“When Herr Protektor von Neurath arrived in 
Prague, the inhabitants had forgotten, in spite of 
the invitation to do so, to put out flags and appear 
in the streets for the passing-by of the official 
procession. The next day only 12 or 13 percent 
of the scholars and Sokols took the trouble to 
greet von Neurath, in spite of official orders. 

“In a beerhouse von Neurath went irto, the 
orchestra immediately struck up the Marche 
Funeébre of Chopin (the leader of the orchestra 
is said to be in a concentration camp by now). 

“The monument to the Unknown Czech 
Soldier, where since March 16, four or five 
thousand visitors a day from all parts of Bohemia 
used to come and bring flowers, no longer re- 
ceives a single visit, because the Kommandantur 
conceived the idea of placing two sentries there.” 

This, says Gerin, is passive resistance: 
to despise military violence and oppression, 
to refuse obedience, even to make use of 
sabotage This method of conquering pre- 


vents the useless shedding of blood and 


awakens the sense of liberty in the 
oppressed who are themselves instruments 
of oppression. 


The Need on the 
N.W. Frontier 


cr is time the churches and the general 

public in this country paid far more 
attention to the problem of the tribes on 
the North-West Frontier, and tried to 
alleviate the conditions under which they 
live. This is the impression of Miss Muriel 
Lester, who recently returned from a tour 
in India. 

“We drove through the Khyber Pass and in the 
two-hour drive from Peshawar up the Pass we 
passed hardly any fertile land,” she said. “I was 
ashamed to see human beings living in caves, or 
rather holes like warrens dug in the hillside, as 
so many of them do. We were told they lived 
like this to escape each other's bullets.” 


ONLY ONE SCHOOL 


“TI equld hear of only one school in the whole 
area through which we passed, and that was a 
pseudo-village not following the usual pattern of 
rural life but a sort of synthetic village where 
hundreds of Afridis have settled at the foot of 
one of our big forts, doing odd jobs for the 
British soldiers.” 


Miss Lester believes that the people in 
Waziristan are not criminals. They are people 
without an outlet who need home industries, 
better methods in agriculture, local crafts, little 
centres of good will, schools for children and 
schools for adults, and they need dispensaries and 
hospitals. “Why should not people of good will 
not connected with the Government and not ex- 
pecting protection from any Government go and 
live with the tribes and sct all these things 
going?” she asks. “The tribes recognize those 
who are their friends, and I believe the per- 


“Eighty percent of the Czech officers_have | centage of danger would be small” 


GANDHI REPUDIATES RAJKOT 
FAST VICTORY: “COERCION” 


PY an honest confession of his belief that 

he made a mistake in his four-day 
“fast unto death ” at Rajkot in March, and 
by renouncing the award in his favour 
which resulted from it, Mr. M. K. Gandhi 
has confounded political friends and oppo- 
nents in India. 

The confession. which they regard as 
inexplicable, was made in a statement last 
week in which Mr. Gandhi said the fast 
was “coercion.” 

He believes that instead of asking for the 
intervention of the Paramount Power he 
should have addressed his fast to the ruler 
of Rajkot State, Thakor Saheb, or the 
latter’s adviser, and that he should have 
been content to die if he could not have 
melted their hearts. 

Mr. Gandhi adds that the award of the 
Chief Justice of India, instead of making 
his way smooth, became a potent cause of 
irritation to the Moslems and Bhayats, 
turning them against him, with the result 
that he was accused of having committed 
a breach of promise. 


AWARD RENOUNCED 


Mr. Gandhi therefore says that he 
renounces the award, apologizes to the 
Moslems and Bhayats, and also apologizes 
to the Viceroy, the Chief Justice of India, 
Sir Maurice Gwyer, Thakor Saheb, and Mr. 
Virawala, the Thakor Saheb’s adviser. 

“To my discredit,” he goes on, “I have 
been guilty of playing what may be called 
a double game—namely, hanging the sword 
of the award over Mr. Virawala’s head and 
expecting him, of his own free will, to 
advise the Thakor Saheb to grant liberal 
reforms.” 

He adds that having now freed the 
Thakor Saheb and his adviser from the 
oppression of the award, he appeals to them 
to appease the Rajkot people by fulfilling 
their expectations. 


“Rajkot seems to have robbed me of my 
youth,” confesses Mr. Gandhi in the latest 
issue to reach this country of his weekly 
paper, Harijan. 

“TI never knew what it was too lose hope. 
But it seems to have been cremated in 
Rajkot. 

“Agonizing experiences of the fifteen 
days have resulted in my making fhe dis- 
covery that my ahimsa (non-violence) 
should be voted down as failure if the 
Thakor Saheb and Darbar Shri Virawala 
were to feel that they had to give anything 
under pressure from above.” 

He goes on to tell how he had tried to 
remove that feeling in an interview with 
the ruler’s adviser, though without much 
success. He felt, however, that his attempt 
was on the right lines. 

“And so I have left empty-handed,” he 
concluded, “with body shattered, hope 
cremated.” 

“Rajkot has been to me a priceless 
laboratory.” 


Peace Petition in New 
Zealand 


The movement “for a new Peace Confer- 
ence,” which secured over a million 
adherents in the recent national petition, 
has now found organized expression in New 
Zealand. The National Peace Council of 
New Zealand has invited three thousand 
organizations in the Dominion to subscribe 
to a petition which is to be presented in 
due course to the New Zealand Prime 
Minister by a special deputation. 

The petition expresses the hope that “the New 
Zealand Government will, in consultation with 
other of His Majesty’s Governments, take the 
necessary preliminary steps, forthwith, to secure 
the holding of such a conference and will, so far 
as practicable, promote its successful issue in a 
more peaceful and enlightened world atmosphere, 
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PEACE NEWS 


E. E. V. Collocott 


«Speaking Personally > on 


PACIFISM 


HERE is a paradox at the 
| heart of human _ behaviour. 
Life is revealed and its powers 
enlarged in the development of 
individual men and women. But 
men and women are gregarious— 
that lies in the instinctive bases of 
human nature. 


A very large part of individual develop- 
ment consists in the perfecting of social 
behaviour. The best man is the most 
generous, the one best able to forget his 
own disappointments and troubles, and feel 
with the joys and troubles of others. 


Because of their gregariousness, their 
instinctively social living, men love their 
land, the scenes and associations of their 
community life. The perverting of love of 
land to fear and distrust of people of other 
lands is evil. 


Unfortunately, fear and distrust of 
strangers have also instinctive sources. All 
human instinct are not good—not by any 
means There are instinctive impulses 
which at earlier stages of evolution were 
useful, but at later stages are obstacles 
which have to be overcome. The task of 
reason is to examine the instinctive im- 
pulses, and decide which it is good to follow. 
The only path to a fulf and satisfying and 
productive life is that of reason. 


But reason is the latest arrival in the 
hierarchy of human faculties; its seat is 
insecure. Reason is the highest, the most 
precious, the most human of faculties; but 
in the long story of evolution it is only the 
last page or two on which he sheds his light, 
a feeble glow which for thousands of years 
seems not to have gained in strength. 


Need for Intelligence 


RTUNATELY, intelligence may be 

strengthened and widened by learning 
and experience. It seems to have little 
necessary connexion with cleverness and 
quickness of learning. There are those who 
are called clever, educated, but have little 
intelligence. What is learnt by the intelli- 
gent man is taken deep into the stream of 


"THIS is the first of three articles by 

the Rev. E. E. V. Collocott on 
“Patriotism and Pacifism.” Mr. 
Collocott is president of the Australian 
Peace Pledge Union and a vice-presi- 
dent of the Christian Socialist Move- 


ment. He is a Methodist minister, 
and was a missionary in Tonga, South 
Pacific, for thirteen years. 


Mr. Collocott is the twenty-fourth 
contributor to our series “Speaking 
Personally,” which is a forum for the 
expression of individual opinions. 


profitable saving." (An ovation.) 


not getting married just now! 


Oo 
AT THE WEDDING RECEPTION 


“| venture to say, Ladies and Gentlemen, that the character 
of our dear friends may be discerned plainly from the 
lavish gifts bestowed upon them. In the two dozen toast 
racks of assorted patterns we see recognised their innocent 
delight in creature comforts. (Here, here.) What are the 
Seventeen jam spoons but symbols of their fine resolve to 
taste life's sweetness to the full! (Applause.) 

“As for the little book so typically presented by Mr. 
McTavish, the ‘Guide for Investors,’ it's intrinsic value may 
be small—it is, | believe, sent gratis, on request, by the 
St. Pancras Building Society—but we know how gratefully 
the happy couple will revel in its lessons of thrift and 


May we send you a copy of the “ Guide" even if you are 


Managing Director : E. W. BALES 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


ST. PANCRAS HOUSE, PARKWAY, N.W.1 


experience, and comes forth from him 
significant, and often grand. 


Intelligence is the capacity to see through 
to, and grasp, the relations of things. 
Raised to a certain height this power be- 
comes the genius that grasps significant 
relations which other men dimly grope 
after. 


Clever men, men with prodigious memo- 
ries and thick note-books, spend their years 
—very useful and interesting years—amidst 
their masses of facts, and in a long life-time 
wash out a few grains of gold. There comes 
a stripling of a Newton or an Einstein, 
knowing at the outset far less than these 
learned men, but with profound intelli- 
gence grasping relations of significant facts. 


Such men are our true kings and leaders, 
marking by their appearance the steps of 
human advance; but their sublime gifts 
are the splendid degree of powers by which 
ordinary men must win a good and satisfy- 
ing life. We ordinary folk must make the 
effort to be intelligent in our patriotism, in 
our relation to our own and other States. 


God and Country 


DATRIOTISM has served as religion for 

many men and women. “ My country, 
right or wrong” has been held to embody 
some principle so final as to need no justi- 
fication, whereas it is a statement that needs 
careful scrutiny. Wrongs and injustices are 
committed, base passions aroused, and pass 
for virtues if they are in the service of 
patriotism. God jis correlated as an equal 
term with the State. 

All this confused mass of love, devotion, 
prejudice and fear demands examination. 
States exist solely that their citizens may 
have opportunities to live the good life. 
The only justification for boundaries be- 
tween States is that, by division into con- 
venient administrative sections, the citizens 
of all States may the more readily be given 
access to the means for the good life. 


Existing States have arisen out of histori- 
cal situations, and always there is a 
tendency toward a certain homogeneity of 
culture within the boundaries of any one 
State. Frequently one language is spoken, 
or predominates, throughaut the whole 


' area. Usually there is generaly similarity 


of racial type. 


These things facilitate the growth of 
common tradition, the sympathetic appre- 
ciation of the prevailing culture and 
religion, and the sharing of the various 
activities of the community’s life, but they 
are not essential to the being of the State. 
and there are States which have not these 
features. 


The State is a political unit, and the only 
sound reason for drawing a boundary in one 
place rather than in another is that thereby 
the means may be afforded to as many men 
and women as possible of living a satisfying 
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°° My Country... 


that needs careful scrutiny. Wrongs and injustices are committed, 
base passions aroused, and pass for virtues if they are in the service 
of patriotism. God is correlated as an equal term with the State. 


All this confused mass of love, devotion, prejudice and fear 


demands examination. «© + + 


judice ; but education could make 
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life or ordered progressiveness. When the; 


boundary has been drawn similar consider- 
ations should determine how freely com- 
merce, culture, and human beings cross it 
in both directions. 


The Greatest Loyalty 


HUMAN beings gather in groups, and 

wander in groups. There is a kind of 
human centripetal force that keeps them 
revolving about a centre, of place, custom, 
and thought, much as planets and electrons 
move about a central point. 


Human loyalties and affections based 
upon familiarity with people, place and 
custom are quick to take alarm at the idea 
of disturbance of any of the familiar ways 
of life. Loyalty to one’s own State is the 
largest loyalty that is effective in human 
life; or so it is supposed. The effort to 
achieve wider loyalties has not yet been 
seriously made. 


I have seen white children, living in an 
island group of the Pacific Ocean, display- 
ing different attitudes toward native 
children according to the outlook of their 
elders. Some white children, whilst bilin- 
gual, speaking English in their home and 
the native tongue with the natives, accept 
their coloured fellow countrymen and 
women without the least trace of strange- 
ness or inequality of status. Other white 
children, less adept in a European lan- 
guage, speaking the native language as 
their only mother tongue, have been seen 
to assume the insolence of racial superiority 
in their relations with native children and 
adults. 


It is a matter of education. As most of 
us are now educated we become men and 
women who can easily be stirred by 
national prejudice; but education could 
make that dilficult instead of easy. 


Where Clergy Stand in 
Wartime 


A short time ago the Baptist Pacifist 
Fellowship sent a questionnaire to every 
minister whose name was in the denomin- 
ational handbook, asking “In case of war 
would you be: (a) a combatant, (b) a chap- 
lain, (c) a conscientious objector?” 


The replies, which totalled 233, can be classi- 
fied as follows: conscientious objectors 141; con- 
scientious objectors with reservations 8; chaplains 
46; chaplains to CO’s or unpaid 7; combatants or 
chaplains 7, combatant 1; ambulance service 6; 
YMCA workers 2; ARP warden 1; ministers of 
religion 4. 

Ten offered no indication because they were 
over age, &c. 


Women’s World-Wide 
Peace Petition 


The organization of a world-wide peace 
petition among women was decided upon 
at the annual council meeting of the 
National British Women's Total Absti- 
nence Union in London. 


The petition will call for a conference of the 
Peoples of the world, where any discontent, in- 
justice, or misunderstandings among nations 
May be examined, and settled by reason and 
methods of justice, in the spirit of good will and 
with any necessary self-sacrifice on the part of 
some nations, so that universal disarmament and 
a lasting world peace be secured. 


Every _women’s organization in England and 
Wales will be invited to help in securing signa- 
tures, and the World's Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union, with its fifty affiliated 
branches in all parts of the world, will be asked 
to co-operate. 


= DATRIOTISM has served as religion for many men and women. 


i “My country, right or wrong ” has been held to embody some 
principle so final as to need no justification, whereas it is a statement 


It is a matter of education. As most of us are now educated we 


become men and women who can easily be stirred by national pre- 
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that difficult instead of easy. 
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The Fighting Fund was launched to help 
to release for some other branch of the 
Peace Ple~*e Union's work the subsidy at 
present paia to Peace News. (This amounts 
to £750 for the current year.) 

Donations of any size will be welcomed and 
acknowledged in Peace News. Cheques and 
postal orders should be made payable to Peace 
News, Ltd.—and not the Peace Pledge Union— 
and should be addressed to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 

Meanwhile, the ultimate need of the 
paper is a larger circulation. 

Here is a way in which individual readers 
can help to gain us that wider circulation: 
sead us the name and address of anyone 
to whom it would be worth while sending a 
specimen copy of Peace News and we will 
| do so. : 

Use the form below, and if you want to 
send more than one name and address 
please attach a separate sheet of paper. 


To the Distribution Department, 
‘Peace News," 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Please send a specimen copy of 


"Peace News" to 


Address 


(Signedja =e 


Address ... 


Marmite by the Ton 


In answer to Miss Muriel Lester's challenge, 
“Who will send a ton of Marmite to the children 
of Shanghai, who are becoming paralysed with 
beri-beri for lack of the necessary salts and 
vitamins?” nearly four tons have gone to feed 
the children and fight the scourge. The need is 
still urgent and gifts toward the fifth ton are re- 
quested.—Send to Mrs. Kathleen Hogg, Way- 
farings, Harpenden. 


May 26, 1939 
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FOR PACIFISTS : 
Mr. Greg¢’s Proposals 


"THE likelihood of war or fascism uae 
emphasized by Richard B. Gregg, & 


author of The Power of Non-Violence, in 


outlining a programme for pacifists for the @ 


PEACE NEWS 


next two years at a conference in the USA 


recently. 


& 
“ My first assumption,” he said, “is that & 


in our present civilization war or fascism “ 
or both are inherent and, sooner or later, 
inescapable. Therefore in order perman- 
ently to avoid war, we pacifists must try 
to build up a new and different kind of 
civilization. 

“The essential task of pacifism is nothing less 
than this—the non-violent creation of a non- 
violent civilization. Merely trying to create a 
cemporary or permanent condition of non-war, 


leaving the rest of our institutions and habits 
the same, will not work. 


“ Refusal to go to war or support war is only 
a smail and negative part of our task. It is only 
a disentanglement from a final stage of mistaken 
social processes, only a first step. Hence we 
must lay our major emphasis on bringing about 
changes—first in our individual social concepts, 
sentiments and actions, then in group sentiments 
and activities. 


FASCISM ALMOST CERTAIN 


“My second assumption is that because 
of the break-down of the present world 
economy and its moral discipline, we are 
almost certain to have in America as well 
as in all Europe, some form of dictatorship, 
and here it will be fascist. 


“We may avoid’ another world war, but I feel 
almost certain we will have fascism. If se, our 
measures should be related to this probability. 
As Christians, remembering the dictatorship that 
ruled Palestine in Jesus’ day, we can take Jesus’ 
teachings and example, in one sense, as being 
advice for living under a dictatorship. Those 
teachings are an integral whole and cannot be 
successfully separated. We cannot extract the 
part about turning the other cheek and loving 
our enemies and make that work unless we live 
up to the rest of the teaching. 


“I think the main effort of the American FoR 
for the next two years should be to help its in- 
dividual members and local groups to prepare 
themselves for the above-mentioned , creative 
work and to withstand the advent of either war 
or fascism. 


WHAT TO DO 


“Inasmuch as we cannot reach agree- 
ment as to any one or two kinds of econo- 
mic movement that should prevail, we will 
have to choose as individuals or small 
groups, and then work at what we have 
chosen. The important elements of the 
pattern of individual and small group paci- 
fist activity seem to me as follows:— 


“Pledge not to fight or help war; if war comes, 
fulfill the pledge; regard fascist violence or viol- 
ence in self-defence as the same as war; work 
for a new social order before war or fascism 
begin and after; prepare and train individually 
and in groups; in the advent of fascism reduce 
the size of each group to three; refuse to co-oper- 
ate with war preparations or governmental 
‘alternative service’; pay taxes; refuse to buy 
war bonds or to keep war profits; perhaps join 
sometimes in patriotic ceremonials when you 
cannot avoid them without being conspicuous; 
support strikes against war; aid the struggle of 
labour; refuse to demonstrate -with communists 
or fascists; behave wisely if imprisoned; after 
war begins, work silently for the new order, 
stop protesting against war. I realize that this 
last proposal is controversial and will seem badly 
mistaken ‘to many. I have prepared a pamphlet 
explaining my reasons fully.” 


Read the 
SOCIALIST CASE 
AGAINST WAR in 


< FORWARD ” 
Every Friday 2d. 
HONEST, FEARLESS, INDEPENDENT 


Send postcard for sample copy ta: 
26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4, 


THE 
PEACE ACADEMY 


holds its second 


SUMMER SCHOOL 


1-12 August In Switzerland, near Neuchatel. 


Ample time for “personal intercourse and 
holiday life. Further information from Mme. 
B. de Ligt, Petit Lancy, Geneva. 
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the European situation and indulge in 
a little fantasy. 

Supposing that instead of the insane 
world-wide drive to increase armaments 
this tremendous output of money and 
energy were concentrated on something 
which would beautify the world instead: of 
assisting in its mutilation and destruction. 
Supposing that the competition between 
nations was not to pile up armaments but, 
let us say, roses. 

It is estimated that 27,000,000 rose trees 
are grown in this country. Very well, then. 
the Cabinet decides, at a momentous meet- 
ing involving an entire change of policy, 
that this number must be doubled. 

The press immediately comes to the 
assistance of the Government with a cam- 
paign for whipping up public enthusiasm. 
Patriots write to the papers demanding 
compulsion, insisting that we shall never 
achieve the required strength without it; 
let us give a lead to the world with com- 
pulsory rose tree growing, they urge. 

Others again urge the value of voluntary 
service, pointing out that no roses are so 
luxuriant and fragrant as those grown 
voluntarily, for the love of the thing. The 
Government repeats that it has not yet ex- 
hausted the possibility of voluntary effort, 
and various Cabinet Ministers point out 
that the voluntary rose garden will always 
be worth two conscripted ones. 


Fee a few moments stop brooding on 


i Oa con cal oo 
SOS = 


wy the meantime posters appear on 
the hoarding—one in particular is 
seen everywhere, a, handsome bunch of 


roses, and beneath it the words, “ Have 
you grown yours?” Another depicts a fine 
standard rose tree in full flower, and the 


slogan demands, “ Where's yours? ” 

Employers begin to discriminate against 
employees who are slack about their rose- 
growing, and to give additional holidays 
with pay to those who spend their evenings 
and weekends patriotically cultivating 
roses. Everywhere in the streets now are 
to be seen loyal citizens wearing the official 
wreaths and crowns of roses which indicate 
that they are playing their part in the 
national scheme. It is becoming a uniform. 
The unemployed are set to work digging 
wastelands and planting rose trees; rose 
gardens replace the labour exchanges, and 
there is immense activity in public parks 
and squares at the instigation of loyal local 
councils anxious to share in the campaign. 

PHVS Hw 
THE press apportions praise and 
criticism, and imparts the news of 
the campaign at home and _ abroad. 
Holland, hitherto stubbornly neutral with 
bulbs, has decided to rearm with roses, in 
self-defence. 

Switzerland politely intimates to the 
League of Nations that if it would kindly 
vacate Geneva the site could be converted 
into a rose garden. 

France has set her refugees to work all 
along the Maginot line planting bush-roses 
a hundred deep in the new tricolour of red, 
white and pink. 

Franco is showering roses from aero- 
planes on the still unconquered parts of 
Spain. 

The Russians are ploughing up the 
steppes and planting regulation rose trees 
by Stakhanovist methods. 

Germany’s troops are on the march with 
shovels to dig rose-beds all along her 
frontiers—Hitler plaintively insisting that 
Germany has a right to as many rose trees 
as anyone else ; the Democracies reply that 
roses must be matched with roses, and the 
campaign at home intensifies. ‘“ 250 Volun- 
teers for New Rose Planting Unit,” “ Rose- 
garden Volunteers,” “ Technical Units Face 
Great Lag in Recruiting: Many Municipal 
Rose Garden Units in the provinces still 
urgently needing gardeners to complete 
rose gardens before they can begin raising 
their second-line rose-beds, had staffs at 
work yesterday. Technical units almost 


everywhere are in difficulties because their | see an enemy in any fellow-creature. 
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recruiting ‘ must be restricted to skilled 
gardeners. Until the authorities urge the 
importance of men of rose-growing age now 
in ‘reserved occupations’ joining the rose- 
growing army this serious lag in these im- 
portant branches of the service will not be 
removed.” ‘“ United States Support for 
Rose-Growing Campaign.” “New Rose 
Garden a Week ; Record Output.” 


"THERE are, of course, the inevit- 

able internal, domestic bickers; 

the Labour Party in a National Unity 
Alliance with Liberals and Communists in- 
sists that the only roses of any value are 


those of palest pink; the Independent 
Labour Party, refusing Popular Front col- 
laboration, insists that the people's rose is 
deepest red and refuses to grow any other. 
The Trade Union movement expresses its 
willingness to co-operate with the Govern- 
ment in the campaign at recognized trades 
union rates... . 

So the world moves forward, to the brink 
of ...undreamed-of beauty, the nations 
vying with each other in.-its creation in 
such a rearmament as civilization has never 


known. 


meeseSES KAPLAN FOR 
‘REAL PEACE 


: SERVICE 


RITING in the May 5 issue of The 

Friend, Pierre Ceresole, founder of 
the International Voluntary Service for 
Peace, outlines several constructive pro- 
posals for work of “national importance ” 
which might be undertaken by CO’s. 


“If national importance were given its true 
and broader meaning,” he writes, “a new de- 
parture could be made and a solution found 
which might give full satisfaction to the CO's 
and to the Government as well. 

“Mr. Wickham Steed, former Chief Editor of 
The Times, has been insistently advocating the 
organization by Government of a Peace Service 
Corps to perform a new task; creating q new 
atmosphere in the world by going and helping 
other peoples at your own expense and with your 
best effort where and whenever occasion 
demands. 

Similarly a year ago the idea of a national 
service for international help (service national 
@entr’aide internationale) was prepared and 
accepted for study and discussion by the rather 
conservative circles of the Swiss League of 
Nations. 

‘These two instances must be mentioned 
among other efforts because they very strongly 
and purposely emphasize the national impert- 
ance of these schemes of international! co-opera- 
tion.” 

Stressing the need for “full and intelligent 
Government support,” Pierre Ceresole continues: 

“Perhaps the Government might accept the 
collaboration of churches and religious bodies 
even for the practical organization of the new 
alternative service scheme. This might mean 
such a fundamental renewal of points of view in 
matters called national and religious that every 
CO or intelligent friend of new things for a new 
world—whatever his sympathies or antipathies 
for governments and churches as they stand 
today—would full-heartedly answer a new call. 

“A generous lead given by one government 
might easily be followed by others and supply 
one way to help practical rebuilding of the 
League of Nations. 

“The new alternative service scheme should 
be a beginning or at a least a definite suggestion 
of the ideal scheme of international practical 
service in which all nations —also those who 
believe they are now getting encircled—will be 
heartily invited to join.” 


A Whitsuntide Thought 


The Tree 


"T HE fact of unity is the basis and driving 

energy of pacifism. To keep this unity 
continually in sight is of paramount 
importance to us. 

Unity is no closed-in sphere, stifling its 
living units into an empty grave. Unity 
is a living dynamic force, surging from 
within, capturing alien external elements, 
and vitalizing them with its own energy. 

A living tree is its fitting emblem. We 
are all one, because within each of us is 
the same one energy, binding all into 
one growing organism. 

The Tree of Unity has grown out into 
cantankerous human nature for many 
springtides. Once more the season of rising 
sap is upon us; thrusting through, as ever, 
when external events are most deadening. 
Hope is bounding free from the hidden 
root of unity. The inexorable pressure 
from within is felt in each twig and bud 
of us. More, indeed, in these minority 
groups of growing cells, than in the trunk 
and branch institutions; which neverthe- 
less still canalize the rejuvenating energy. 


Invasion of Peace 


We, pacifists of today, are buds on those 
rigid branches. Within our tiny limits, coil 
potential leaves; valve for war-frenzy. 
Unitive energy is seeking—through us— 
passage into an expectant world. Our job 
is to open wide the valves of our person- 
alities to this great invasion of peace. 

The strong spring-tide of unseen energy 
urges us to awake. Obstructing its action 
are the stiff little habits of thought and 
customn, which cramp us within last lust- 
rum’s defences. 

The tree, more experienced than we, 
does not resist the life-giving sap. Urged 
by the inner spirit, the stiff bud-scales 
crackle, and fall away from the leaves and 
flowers they protected, but now imprison. 
Released, these thrust out into an un- 
known world, wide beyond intra-cellular 
yard-measures, and unimagined potentiali- 
ties grow to fruition. 


* Cast Aside Old Habits ” 


Yet we resist the spirit, we bar the way 
to our own as well as others’ peace. That 
energy, so long as it is outside us, causes 
us miserable tension and discomfort with- 
in. We get miserable and touchy, liable ve 

e 


of Unity 


feel we have no scope to develop. All 
around us we see others in the same grow- 
ing condition, kicking against outgrown 
defences. 

All of us must get at the raw spiritual 
materials around us, There is room enough 
there, but not within stuffy ideas of yester- 
day. Yet we hug old habits, for fear of 
other growing souls trespassing on our tiny 


terrain. We squeeze back our evolving 
powers, They pinch us. We blame our 
shoes! Why not cast off these cramping 


limitations and enter our heritage? 

Can we not act like the budding tree? 
Then in our day the one Tree of Unity will 
grow in human stature and beauty. We 
shall perform our humble function in its 
rhythmic growth; secure and in peace: for 
however far we develop outward into the 
at present unknown, our deep roots are fed 
by the hidden soma. 

[And, year by year, we shall see deeper 
into that evergreen saying “I am the True 
Vine,” knowing we are buds in the 
branches. ] 


Amos Francis 


National Convention 


Against Conscription 
Sunday, June 4th. 10.30 a.m. 


BERMONDSEY TOWN HALL 
Trades Councils, Trade Union Branches, P.P.U. 
Branches, Labour Parties, Co-op Guilds and 
Parties, 1.L.P. Branches, and other organisations 
are invited to send delegates. 


7.30 pm. PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION 
Prominent Speakers. 

Full particulars from W. H. Morris, Organising 

Secretary, No Conscription League, 60b Fort 

Road, Bermondsey, S.E.I. 


The Rev. 
CANON 
STUART D. MORRIS 


will preach at the 


eigh House Church 


DUKE STREET, W.1! 


on Whit-Sunday, 
at Il & 7. 
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Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices : 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 

Subscription Rates : Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 
THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not contined to the registration of those who are opposed to 
war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace policy. 
Members are attached to local groups designed to achieve a 
communal peace mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give your pledge on a 
postcard:— 

[ renounce war and I will never support or sanction 


another. 


Sign this. add your address. and send the card to The Peace 
Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, Londoz, W.C.1. 


MAY 26, 1939. 


The Editor‘s Point of View 


A RIGHT OR A 
CONCESSION ? 


MEN of 20 years of age have one more week in which 
to make up their minds as to their attitude to military 
training. 

If it is one of frank approval, they will simply give 
the necessary particulars to the local office of the 
Ministry of Labour and be entered on the military 
training register. If it is one of disapproval they may 
either attend at the local office and claim the right to 
be placed provisionally on the register of conscientious 
objectors, or refuse to register at all, or take some such 
intermediate action as refusing all information but the 
name and address necessary for registration as a con- 
scientious objector. 


It will depend upon the strength of their conviction 
and upon their readiness to face the consequences. 


* 


For the progress of the Military Training Bill toward 
its fulfilment as an Act has revealed with startling clarity 
the real difficulty of the conscientious objector’s position 
as masked by the equally startling appearance of 
generosity toward him that characterized the Prime 
Minister’s original apology for the Bill. 

It is true that Mr. Chamberlain’s elaborate assurance 
of the Government’s desire to respect conscientious 
objection has actually found further expression in, for 
example, an amendment that gives conscientious 
objectors the same right of appeal as the Government 
representative. But whatever legal provisions are made, 
the fact is that, as Mr. Brown showed in the House of 
Commons, the conscientious objector is regarded as 
“enjoying a special liberty which is not enjoyéd by the 
bulk of those in the class affected by the Bill.” 

In other words, the conscientious objector is to be 
given exemption (conditional or absolute) as a sort of 
special favour, as if he were merely a potential nuisance 
who had to be humoured. 


* 


The pacifist’s claim, however, is to exemption from 
either military, semi-military, or any other State-con- 
trolied service us a right. 


Not that he claims it as a sort of reward for having 
a spotless conscience. He claims it (speaking for most 
pacifists, I believe) either on the negative ground that 
service for war purposes is not a service to humanity, 
or even to his country, and that the State has no right 
to control his activities to that extent, or on the positive 
ground that he is already serving his country to the best 
ot his ability (whether by trying to contribute something 
special to its welfare or by playing his humble part in 
the day-to-day life of the community), and that he must 
be free to decide what is true service and what is not. 


The pacifist certainly does not claim any right to 
refrain from any service at all. It is a matter of vital 
importance, however, when service can be so diverscly 
yet sincerely interpreted as to include, for example, both 
the services outlined in the National Service Guide and 
those in the Peace Pledge Union’s Peace Service Hand- 
book, that men should be free to make their choice. 


* 


Thus we come back to what is and must remain the 
real objection to conscription—its restriction of freedom 
at least to that extent. 


And we come back, too, to the question of the attitude 
to military and semi-military training which young men 
of 20 must express next week-end. For the bulk of them 
undoubtedly have no clear attitude one way or the other, 
s) that they will inevitably be swept. into the war 
machine, In that way, though they may be all too willing 
to surrender it, the Military Training Bill makes them 
the greatest losers of the freedom of choice of good or 
ev:! that is the essence of liberty. 


It is, therefore, in the interests of liberty, even more 
than in the interests of the minority who may by their 
tree choice be penalized, that conscription must be fought 
ey every democrat till it is removed from the Statute 

ook. 


Humphrey 8. Moore 
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MAX PLOWMAN 


on 
Laodicean Pacifism 


ee 


ACIFISM as Principle and Pacifism as 
Dogma” is the title of the Burge 
Memorial Lecture given this year by Dr. 


A. D. Lindsay. ‘ 
The Burge Memorial Trust was founded in 


1926 to commemorate the work of Hubert 
Murray Burge, formerly Bishop of Oxford, in 
“ forwarding the cause of international friend- 
ship through the Churches and promoting a 
better and wider understanding of the inter- 


national obligations of Christian peoples.” 

To carry on that work sounds to me about as useful 
a task as any man alive could be engaged in. I say any 
man alive, because I am afraid there is reason to fear 
that many half-dead men think they are already doing 
this work by reposing peacefully in sleep alongside it. 
But it must be a supra-national Christianity that would 
promote peace through Christianity’s real international- 
ism: not that sort which an Irishman might call the 
thin edge of the Union Jack. 

The “Christian peoples” referred to should comprise 
the whole of Christendom, including the people of the 
USSR (who are now taking a dose of psychologically 
adolescent atheism for their religious health’s sake), and 
then we should see the great world problem stated in 
the terms in which I think it would be most likely to 
find a solution. I like particularly the words “ obliga- 
tions of Christian peoples”; for they have a pacifist ring 
to me, and I could wish that the Churches would spend 
the next year in thinking about nothing else but “the 
international obligations of Christian peoples.” 


* 


R. LINDSAY’S lecture did not fulfil 

the terms of the Trust very strictly. 

He had little if anything to say about the job of 

creating international friendship. Perhaps as 

one of the chief opponents of the policy of 

appeasement it was hardly his subject, though 
it may be unfair even to say that. 

Anyway, his concern in this lecture was much more 
negative: to show the danger of “ doctrinaire pacifism” 
which he sees as an ideal theory standing apart from 
the general desire for pacification common to all liberal- 
minded men of good-will. I expect Dr. Lindsay would 
defend the somewhat contentious thesis of his lecture 
on the ground that the consolidation of the peace army 
was all-important and that these pledge-people were 
positively breaking it up by offering to fraternize with 
the troops opposite. So he designed his lecture to fetch 
some of them: back into the trenches of collective 
security by showing them that peace can only be main- 
tained when the war for law and justice has been fought. 

I think he has done pacifists of all complexions a 
service by his sincere and frank attempt to blow the gaff 
on pacifism; for whenever an honest man speaks his 
mind he does the truth a service. Dr. Lindsay clarifies 
the position, and I must here acknowledge my personal 
gratitude to him for showing me clearly something I 
have hitherto been dubious about, viz., where the exact 
difference lay between, say, the person typified in my 
mind by the lady who once said to me, “Ah, Mr. Plow- 
man, aren't you one of those who believe that peace will 
be secured by signing on the dotted line?” and the 
“doctrinaire pacifist” of whom I am surprised to find 
myself cited as an extreme exargple. 


* 


D® LINDSAY hadn’t gone far in his 


address before he said : 

“T have deliberately chosen a challenging title for 
the division between us. For those of us who, as I 
claim, hold pacifism as a principle, feel themselves 
bound to ask how in fact peace can be maintained. . .” 
And with that word “ maintained” he scored a bull— 

so far asI am concerned. The difference between peace- 
anxious people and pacifists crystallizes about the word 
“maintain” The peace-anxious person wants to main- 
tain peace, the pacifist wants to create it, and until they 
agree upon the job in hand they are not likely to agree 
about the best way of doing it. 

Dr. Lindsay was right on the mark. Frankly,-I do not 
know “how in fact peace can be maintained” today, 
because I think you must have a thing before you can 
maintainvit, and I share the Prime Minister’s view that 
what we have now is. neither. peace nor war. 

Further, I hold that this condition is merely an inten- 
sification of what is at present the normal condition. 
Who even wants to “maintain” it? Our responsibility 
is to create the conditions under which peace is not 
merely possible but natural andynormal. And at such 
a proposal there is no need to fly to absolutes and start 
trying to imagine what ideal peace and a world without 
conflict or correction would be like; for direction is 
everything in this matter and the whole purpose of 
Pacifism is so to change the direction of mankind that 
the sum of human activity is polarized to peace, and 
pe as now, always pointing fixedly in the direction 
of war. 


A peace pledge is just the attestation of one person 
that he or she has, to the full measure of their personal 
responsibility, turned round and ceased from being 
polarized to war. 


* 


lisse whole conception of peace as a 

fixed condition to be upheld by 
Jaw and maintained by force is just one of the 
pitiful insufficiencies that obsess the abstract 
mind. It comes from the cultivation of that 
doubt which Blake said would put the sun and 


moon out if they had it. 

Like the passion for security, it is bred of fear and so 
produces the opposite of security; so that now instead 
of the normal, natural security in insecurity which 
accords with Nature, man suffers the terror of such 
insecurity as he has never known before. Peace is the 
natural condition produced by creative activity: it is 
the natural concomitant of a positive way of life, just 
as war is the natural and inevitable result of trying to 
live by negation. 

Those who do so can build prisons and barrack yards, 
they can even create a desert and call it peace; but they, 
do not know the first thing about peace, so it is unlikely 
that they will succeed in “maintaining” it. Granted 
that all life is subject to law: life does not consist in 
subjection to law, but in the exercise of creative activity, 
and ultimately in nothing else. 

I think Dr. Lindsay wants “grace and truth” under 
the protection of “the law.” Well, isn’t the central fact 
of Christianity an enforcement of the lesson that it’s not 
to be had? What was once true of one man is now true 
of us all. 

Peace is not the repression of war. The balance of 
power that Dr. Lindsay keeps his eye on is not the con- 
dition of peace, but an unstable equilibrium which peace 
by its nature abhors. When Dr. Lindsay says: 

“The risk of war which must be faced varies in- 
versely with the strength and unity and determination 
of those who are prepared to defend law,” 

he is merely arrogating law to the democracies and say- 
ing that the status quo ought to be defended by the big 
battalions on whose side God is falsely supposed to fight. 
Again, it is essentially untrue to say that “the Gospel 
did not command us to love other people’s enemies but 
our own:” a most unhappy pot-shot at morality and 
one that “ though it makes the unskilful laugh, cannot 
but make the judicious grieve.” 


* 


HE double-mindedness indicated in 

the title of the lecture cannot help 

constantly re-appearing. Dr. Lindsay is too 
good a man to make a virtue of inconsistency, 


or succeed in the part of Mr. Facing-both-ways. 

The separation of the “saviours of mankind” from 
their miserable and often repellent followers is an old 
device of disparagement which can hardly deceive the 
humblest, Truly the disciple is not greater than his 
lord; but in pacifism, as in war, there remains such a 
thing as “ doing your bit.” I feel Dr. Lindsay would like 
to see pacifism made a matter of ecclesiastical scholar- 
ship. Well, it has been done, with the result that the 
Vicar of Christ is the only “ real pacifist,” and I think for 
want of company he finds his style impaired. 

Whatever our hands find to do—whether it be in the 
service of peace or war—I hope we shal! do it with all 
our might. In the major issues of life [ fail to see any 
virtue in half-heartedness, though this would appear to 
seem strange to Dr. Lindsay, for he quotes (he actually 
misquotes) me as saying:— : 

“Tf we mean war, let us go in for it and fight whole- 
heartedly like the Devil. If we intend peace, a similar 
wholehearted commission is essential. If we fight, let 
us avow ourselves convinced militarists acting upon 
the belief that in this world might must triumph in the 
end.” 

and comments: 

“A man might as well say, ‘If we believe in sex, let 
us go in for sexual relations wholeheartedly and with- 
out discrimination. If we do not, let us entirely 
abstain. In either case let us have nothing to do with 
such a miserable compromise as Christian marriage’.” 
Well, well! Dr. Lindsay knows his Plato, so I think he 

will recognize a false analogy when he sees it. “Sex” 
is an equivocal word and I doubt if Dr. Lindsay could 
tell us the sense in which he uses it; but I believe inferior 
film-stars are reputed to “ believe in sex.” As to whole- 
heartedness in sexual relations, I am of opinion that the 
lover who does not love wholeheartedly had better not 
love at all; and I am equally sure that the man who does 
not go to war wholeheartedly is mistaken if he goes at 
all. There is, of course, an intimate connexion between 
sex-frustration and war which Blake understood when 
he wrote: 

“The virgin has frowned and refused, 

I must rush again to war.” 

But it seems sad to me that Dr. Lindsay should choose 

sex for an analogy to war. 
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This Man _ Rejectec 
Il Service 


OFFERED CONDITIONAL 
EXEMPTION, JATLED 
FOR REFUSAL 


objectors to conscription during the Great War, we give below 


CC ebieciess 0 our series of contributions by conscientious 


the experiences of John Brain, who was granted conditional 
exemption by the Tribunal before which he appeared. 


He had claimed absolute exemption and refused to accept conditional 
exemption, with the consequences described in this article. 
Further contributions from the various types of war-time objector will 


appear in later issues of Peace News. 


WHEN war broke out in 1914, I, though a 
~ married man with two children, de- 
termined to have nothing at all to do with 
it. 

My decision was based upon the words of 
Jesus Christ—that if any man loved father 
or mother, wife or children, more than Him, 
he was not worthy of Him. 

I appeared before a Tribunal—which, 
according to the light now given to me, isa 
thing I would scorn to do, as the setting up 
of a Tribunal for the purpose of discussing 
whether a man has a conscience directed 
against war is a piece of great presumption, 
since this is only known between that man 
and God. 


Conditions of Exemption 


I claimed absolute exemption, which the 
law allowed. After some amount of scorn 
and ridicule from the members of the 
Tribunal, I was given exemption only from 
combatant service—conditional upon my 
taking up work of so-called national im- 
portance (work on a farm or in a market- 
garden). 

I refused to comply with these conditions, be- 
cause to me it was in a dishonourable way 
liberating a man to go from the land and commit 
the crime of murder, whilst I should be in com- 
parative safety. cs 

I made an appeal against the decision of the 
Local Tribunal, but this was dismissed 

I then walked the streets of Cheltenham and 
the country for two years without arrest. But, 
feeling very strongly the treatment meted out to 
my fellow objectors, I determined to take my 
share in whatever punishment was in store. 


Under Military Supervision 


I successfully applied to my former em- 
ployer for reinstatement. He then appealed 
to the Local Tribunal to have my certificate 
of exemption varied so that I could con- 
tinue with him. 

The military representative had no objection 
to this course, but I found out that if I wished 
to leave that job 1 should have to get permission 
from the military—that is, I should be under 
military supervision. 

I refused this and adhered to my original claim 
for absoute exemption. This was refused. 

Soon I was arrested and, after a night in the 
cells of the local police station, was taken to 
Gloucester Barracks. 

There I refused the first day’s pay of a soldier 
and was taken to Horfield Barracks, Bristol, 
where I refused to give any information but my 
home address. 


Court-Martialled 


For a fortnight I was kept in the cells, re- 
peatedly refusing medical examination or 
anything of the sort, then I was court- 
martialled and sentenced to 112 days’ hard 


labour. 

I was taken under escort to Wormwood 
Scrubbs, where I refused to be weighed or 
measured or medically examined. 

“The Deputy-Governor told me that no other 
prisoner had taken my attitude, and that if I per- 
sisted I should be punished. I said I would take 
the punishment. 

In the same manner the Reception Warder 
threatened me with being placed on bread and 
water. . 

Afterwards the officials seemed not to know 
what to do with me. 1 was placed in an Obser- 
vation Cell; I refused all tasks and exercise and 
got into a low state of health bordering on 
nervous breakdown. 

One of the warders advised me to peti- 
tion the Home Secretary for release, which 


I did. 

Eventually I went down with influenza and was 
put in the prison hospital. After making a second 
petition, setting forth my views, I was released. 

The Senior.Medical Officer, who had previously 
told me, “If they were all like you it would come 
to a stop,” shook hands and said he did not think 
the military would trouble me any more. 


—C.0. AND 
OLD SOLDIER: 


‘‘No Conscription ”’ 


CONSCIENTIOUS objector who 

spent nearly the whole of the 
Great War in prison, and an ex- 
Service man who is still swathed in 
bandages as a result of wounds re- 
ceived in France, begged the annual 
conference of the Railway Clerks’ 
Association last week to have nothing 
whatever to do with conscription or 
National Service. 

Said the conscientious objector, Mr. 
J. Haworth, of Liverpool: “I was in 
gaol during the whole or nearly the 
whole of the last war. I was called a 
crawling worm by one of my best 
friends, who honestly and sincerely 
thought that of me. 

“That is the atmosphere when once 
the madness of war gets going.” 

Mr. Rowland Hill, of Bradford, the 
ex-Service man, told his comrades: “I 
have a daily and painful reminder of 
the last war.” 

Though a substantial minority sup- 
ported the two men, whose plea made 
a deep impression cn the conference, 
their proposal to withdraw from all 
co-operation with the Government 
was defeated by a large majority. 


“DO OUR SONS STILL 


BELONG 


TO US?” 


Mothers’ Concern at Conscription 


“We believed that the last war was a war! 


to end war. x 
“We have brought up our boys not to kill, 
and now Parliament is going to try to force 
them to kill. 
“Do what you can to stop it.” 
THT. Mr. George Lansbury told the 
House of Commons recently, was the 
gist of a telegram received by him from a 
group of mothers. 


Mr. Neville Chamberlain himself re- 
cently spoke of “ pathetic letters” he had 
seen “from mothers, some of them War 
widows, who have asked how it is that 
their only son is to be taken from them.” 

But, whereas Mr. Lansbury went on to 
advocate a policy that would do away with 
conscription and all preparation for war, 
Mr. Chamberlain merely tried to pass off 
the anxious inquiries of these mothers with 
an assurance that Britain’s conscripts “are 
going to have a good time.” 

Some mothers have also written to Peace 
News, and if their letters are any guide the 
Premier’s facile assurance will carry little 
weight. 

One woman, writing from Birmingham, 
the Premier’s home town, for guidance for 
her twenty-year-old son, who is a con- 
scientious objector, asks: 


“Do our sons still belong to us, and are 
we not legally responsible for them until 
they are 21 years of age? 

TAUGHT WAR IS WRONG 

“YT have prayed daily that my son should 
never be a soldier. As soon as he was able 
to understand I taught him that war was 
wrong.” 

The same sincere concern for her son 
prompted a Coventry mother also to write 
for advice. She, too, tells how she incul- 
cated into him the knowledge that war was 
wrong. 

“So you will understand,” she adds, that 
all this business is against his principles 
and ours. 

“We feel that while people help in any 
way it makes wars, not stops them.” 


Youth Foran in July 


The next forum organized by the British 
Youfh Peace Assembly will be held in the 
YMCA, Great Russell Street, London, 
W.C.1, on July 4, commencing at 8 p.m. The 
subject will be “The Political and Social 
Policy of the Christian Youth Organiza- 


tions.” 
Further details are obtainable from Helen 
Guiterman, 6 Leinster Mansions, London, N.W.3. 
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Some of the 


hundred volunteers who sold more than 500 copies of “ Peace 


News” in 14 hours on the streets of Birmingham last Saturday afternoon. Last 
week’s issue contained contributions from representative Birmingham pacifists, 
collected by the Birmingham “ Peace News” Committee, which also arranged the 


mass-selling. 


A further increase in the number of permanent Birmingham readers is 


expected as a result of the effort. 


If sellers in other cities are considering the organization of a similar mass 
effort, they can obtain details from the secretary of the Birmingham “ Peace 
News ” Committee, Connie M. Jones, 29 Cranbrook Road, Birmingham, 21. 
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Enthusiasm in the 
North for 
“G.L.’s” Proposals 


MEE- LANSBURY’S appeal for a world 
“*¥= conference immediately was enthu- 
siastically endorsed: by a large audience 
when he addressed a meeting in Newcastle- 
on-Tyne last Saturday, presided over by the 
Rev. Lewis MacLachlan. 


We must realize, Mr. Lansbury said, that 
war is against the will of God; that all the 
suffering in the world today, socially, 
individually and collectively, is due to the 
failure of the people and the Church to 
carry out the faith laid down in the New 
Testament. 


NEED FOR SACRIFICE 


Could pacifists bring about a worse state than 
the barbarism which present statesmen admit 
would be bound to succeed war? he asked. 

Europe today was governed by men who be- 
lieved in the power of armed force; we must, 
therefore, turn desperately against the idea that 
force is glorious and be willing to sacrifice 
material things to this end. 

Dr. Arthur Raistrick a professor at King’s 
College, Newcastle, showed how the wealth, 
particularly the mineral wealth of the world was 
exploited for personal gain. This, with the 
acceptance of the possibility of war as a neces: 
sity, was the chief cause of war. 

A rousing speech against conscription was 
given by Mr James H. Hudson, who emphasized 
the extreme injustice of conscripting the “ under 
twenty-ones.” 


Youth Throws Up 
Job for 
Pacifist Faith 


THE growth of his pacifist conviction has 

* led Norman Hill, eighteen-year-old 
Sheffield member of the Peace Pledge 
Union, to throw up his employment as 
estimating clerk in Hadfields, Ltd., steel 
manufacturers. 

He had been employed there since he left 
school three years ago. 

“Tt has been my job to deal with all in- 
quiries for special—such as stainless— 
steel,” he told Peace News. “The whole 
steel industry, however, is so polluted by 
the armament programme that I intend to 
get right away from it, and am now seeking 
Christian employment. 

“T had been at Hadfield’s a year before 
I started to consider the question of war— 
that was about the time Canon Sheppard 
died, when I first heard of the PPU. 

“My uncle’s example and teaching also 
influenced me. He was a conscientious 
objector during the War.” 


Summer School in 
Switzerland 


This year’s Summer School of the Inter- 
national Peace Academy will be held in 
Switzerland at the Chateau de Greng, Lac 
de Morat, Neuchatel, from August 1 to 12. 
The Chateau stands in beautiful surround- 
ings and there will be every opportunity for 
exploring interesting country and for out- 
door pastimes, bathing, &c. 

The subject for this year’s School will be 
“Toward a New Psychological and Social Out- 
look.” The psychological, educational, moral, 
politico-economic and social factdrs will be dealt 
with by such speakers as: Professor Meng, Dr. 
Zullinger and Dr. Groeneveld (psychology); Dr. 
Elizabeth Rotten, Kees Boeke and Paul Geheeb 
(Director of the former Odenwald Schule) 
(education); Professor Martin Buber of Pales- 
tine (moral philosophy). 

The fee for the course will be £1. 


Accommodation will cost 60 francs per person 
for either single or double room, or 54 frs per 
person for a room with three beds. There will 
be accommodation for campers and meals will 
be provided at 42 frs per person. 

Applications for fuller information and. for 
enrolment should be made either to: The Inter- 
national Secretary. Mme. C. L. de Ligt van 
Rossem, Chemin de la Colline, Petit Lancy, 
Geneva, Switzerland, or to The British Secre- 
tary, R. H. Ward, 10 Abbey Gardens, Lofdon, 
N.W.8. 
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Word For It 


By JOHN BOYLAN 


‘Fascism: Who Benefits? By Max Ascoli 
and A. Feiler. George Allen and Unwin. 
12s. 6d. 


At last our Appeaser-in-Chief has 
cynically thrown aside his frayed and 
shrunken mask. 


It should now be obvious to everyone 
whose wits are not entirely addled by the 
current funk propaganda that the only 
difference between our Brummagen dicta- 
tor and his fellow in Nazi Germany is the 
imperceptible one, between one war-mon- 
ger and another war-monger. Both are 
equally beyond the pale. 

Conscription in defence of freedom! 
Words have surely lost their meaning. 
Conscription as the prelude to full-dress 
fascism would make better sense. For, to 
one observer at any rate, conscription is 
fascism’s Trojan Horse ! 


Chamberlain’s Alternatives 


Sometimes out of ordinary Christian 
charity, one concludes that Adolf Hitler is 
not quite sane. What then of our own 
Umbrella man—Neville Chamberlain? 

Constantly he is aware of ominous 
rumblings which his panic-stricken imag- 
ination informs him are the insidious 
Bolshevics at work undermining the fabric 
of the capitalist system. For, purblind as 
he is, he can visualize only two alternatives 
—Fascism or Communism. Fascism may 
prop up the system during his time, which 
is after all the chief thing that matters. So 
it is fascism he plumps for, a purely 
English version, of course, and not labelled 
as such. 

Given the threat of war, anything may 
be put across in the sacred name of patriot- 
ism. If England does go to war with 
Germany and Italy, which God forbid, it 
will not be because Mr. Chamberlain and his 
fellow war-mongers have suddenly become 
aware of virtues in liberal principles which 
remained hidden from them throughout the 
whole duration of the Spanish conffict. She 
will fight because these countries are 
threatening our markets (the basic reason 
of all wars) and she will fight with an en- 
thusiasm unsurpassed in any imperialist 
war hitherto, because she will be cashing 
in on the anti-fascist sentiment of her 
democrats and internationalists. 


A Penetrating Analysis 


Well, in view of the foregoing, the 
volume to hand, Fascism: Who Benefits? 
is certainly timely. It is the most penetrat- 
ing analysis of the two forms of fascism 
I have encountered up to date. The two 
authors, one an Italian, the other a 
German, collaborated in this work in the 
land of their exile—America. Max Ascoli 
writes the section dealing with Italian 
fascism, while Arthur Feiler is responsible 
for the chapters on German National 
Socialism. 

No personal misadventures are exvloited 
here. It is as purely an objective study by 
two contemporary social historians, victims 
of the phenomenon they record, as could 
possibly be expected without making im- 
possible demands on the tolerance of human 
nature. The first and last chapters survey- 
*ing fascism as an international force and its 
effects on the world in general, are written 
in collaboration. These two chapters are 
worth reading and re-reading. 

“Both in its national and international 
aspects,” the authors tell us, “ Fascism 
originates in the unfulfilled promises of 
democracy.” A hard saying but who shall 
deny its truth? Another unpalatable truth 
is that fascism has been more effective in 
international affairs than democracy. And 
this, not only because of its more intense 
belligerency, but because it scoffed at the 
dogma of non-interference in the political 
systems of its European neighbours. 

It was the Third International that gave 
it the precedent for this tactic, but as all 
the world knows it is a game at which it 
can give the Bolsheviks points today. 


“Thanks to fascism, we have learned that it is 
not possible to organize democratic peace unless 
only democratic nations have the right to be 
admitted into an international democratic com- 
munity. It will remain perhaps the lasting 
merit of fascism to have struck at the principle 
of sovereignty.” 


Fascism in Italy 


Signor Ascoli believes in giving the devil 
his due—perhaps I should say “Il Deuce.” 
He knows Mussolini through and through, 
his strength and his weaknesses, can read 
him like a book and shut him up when 
he’s tired. We get the chaotic, post-war 
background from which fascism first 
emerged, we see fascism functioning for 
the first four years after the March on 
Rome, its crudities, its violence, its lack 
of any coherent policy, its parasitism on all 
other parties and institutions in the State. 
And yet, during the first ten months of its 
supremacy before Mussolini ever dreamed 
of himself as “The Wolf,” our author 
assures us, the Party did get things done. 

“In a way fascism did have a liberal function 
The coalition government under fascist leader- 
3hip rapidly achieved goals for which the liberals 
had long striven. In ten months it enforced some 
of the most radical reforms that liberal Italian 
educators had vainly proposed for twenty years. 
It balanced the budget. It managed to reduce 
taxation.” 

And soon. I quote the above as evidence 
of Signor Ascoli’s detached estimate of the 
political situation. Its very objectivity 
only makes his final indictment of fascism 
all the more damning. 

I have no space to discuss his account of 
the rise of the new social order once the 
responsibility of Matteotti’s murder forced 
Mussolini to a full-blooded dictatorship as 
the only means of saving his neck. But a 
study of the chapters on social and 
economic reconstruction.in the new State 
is indispensable to anyone who would 
understand how fascism functions. 

The author concludes by asking the 
question : Who benefits from fascism ? And 
his answer is: “Nobody benefits from 
fascism, just as nobody benefits from war. 
It means destruction, untold suffering, de- 
basement of character and a great refine- 
ment in spiritual cruelty... Those will 
benefit from fascism who will learn from 
it.” 


Historic Dates for Germany 


Herr Feiler starts off by denying that 
the Versailles Treaty ended the Great War 
in 1918. “The European Civil War is con- 
tinually going on. .. For Germany these are 
the dates: First, 1914 to 1918, the War 
leaving a country exhausted to the point 
of death. . . Second, 1919 to 1923, the post- 
war, filled with attempts at rescue, ending 
—by runaway inflation—in hopelessness 
despair. . . Third, the Dawes Plan, a new 
period of a tolerably normal life for 
German people seemed on its way. Until, 
fourth, in 1929, all such expectations are 
once more smashed to bits. 

“The world economic crisis starting in 
that year is followed by the breakdown of 
German foreign credit in 1931... Six 
million unemployed the result. In January, 
1933, Hitler is appointed Chancellor. From 
that time cn National Socialism dominates 
Germany. . . In a period of nearly a 
quarter of a century there were only about 
four years that permitted the German 
people a breathing spell.” 

Well, after 1933, Hitler saw to it that 
breathing spells were at a premium for 
other peoples besides Germans. Even 
America is beginning to gasp. This part 
of the story is fairly familiar to us all 


Policy of Third Reich 


Herr Feiler tells it again with German 
thoroughness, laying stress on cause and 
effect. He plans it on similar lines to his 
collaborator’s but it is much grimmer and 
infinitely more sinister. He analyses in 


detail the social structure of the Nazi State. 
If you would know all about 
through Joy,” or ‘‘ Beauty of Work,” read 
these pages in which the irony is superb. 


In his elaborate study of the economic 
policy of the Third Reich, he comes to the 
conclusion that ‘“‘Germany as a whole is 
actually going through a State-regulated 
impoverishment of the civilian population.” 
In this he sees National Socialism’s deep 
affinity with Bolshevism. . . “ National 
Socialism is rightly called the present-day 
German version of present-day Russian 
Bolshevism.” 

I don’t agree with all his conclusions but 
in the main I should say he is on the side 
of the angels. All our familiar bogey- 
men strut through these pages, as large as 
life and twice as real—Goebbels, Goering, 
Himmler of the Gestapo and so on. But so 
too appear Pastor Niemdller and others of 
the same kidney and give point to the 
author’s assertion that though for the time 
being National Socialism owns Germany, 
it is not Germany, however hard it tries. 

“Up to now its new gods have not been able 
completely to suppress the grand traaition o1 
German civilization and the eternal moral law. 
And if the men to whom the word of truth has 
been entrusted are silent in present-day Germany, 
the great minds of the past are still alive and 
their immortal word is not subject to co-ordina- 
tion. It must be heard. And it is heard and re- 
echoed in the hearts of that part of the German 
people which is invisible and voiceless today but 
still survives. .. .” 

It is this voice that in England today, 
Chamberlain is doing his best to silence— 
the voice of the common people. But it 
is still articulate, articulate enough to 
thunder back its defiance of his fascist 
legislation, his conscription act, his war 
pacts: articulate enough to let him know 
that before we allow our youth to be 
dragooned into the ranks of his hired 
assassins we'll see him damned first ! 


The final chapter written in collaboration 
discusses the two fascisms, showing where- 
in they differ and the problem of their 
ultimate effect on our civilization. This is 
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DO YOU WANT 
TO BE 
AN AUTHOR? 


ULJAVE you an ambition to be an author? If 
3 4so, here is a chance to fulfil it. 

The Peace Book Company has under con- 
inexpensive 
voiume about the beginning of July, which it 
thinks will both be welcomed within pacifist 
ranks, and, more important, be widely read by 
the unconverted public. 

The proposed book, appearing under some 
such title as The First Hundred Thousand, will 
be a symposium consisting of about fifty to a 
hundred short letters, or extracts from letters, 
written around the theme, "“Why am I a 
Pacifist? ” 


WIDELY REPRESENTATIVE 


The publishers are concerned first and fore- 
most to pass on to the reader of this book the 


“ Strength living experience and conviction of pacifists in 


all walks of life and of all ages. 

Why not try it? Letters of 250 to 400 words 
will be most appropriate. Write on one side of 
the paper and state whether you are prepared 
to allow your (a) name, (b) address or post 
town, (c) age—if under 25, (d) profession, and 
(e) any other item of personal detail to be 
published with your letter. The last date for 
receipt of letters wull be Monday, June 5. They 
should be sent to the Managing-Editor, The 
Peace Book Company, 5 Goodwin’s Court, St. 
Martin’s Lane, London, W.C.2. 

The publishers point out that they will have 
to arrange the letters in sections, according to 
the chief point they bring out, and writers will 
therefore have a better chance of having most 
of their letter published if they try to avoid 
diffussion and emphasize one particular point. 


Urgent Need For 
Guarantors 


The War Resisters’ 
urgently needs several guarantors for 
friends who must leave Germany. Will 
anyone who can offer such help communi- 


cate with the International? : 

At the same time the WRI urges groups to give 
a collective guarantee to one of their members, 
who in turn can offer to sign the International’s 
guarantee on their behalf. 

The WRI also wants to know of openings for 
trainees in agriculture and farming. 

Offers and information should be sent to the 
War Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex. 


Make it 400! - 


Six additions to the list of libraries now 
providing Peace News each week have been 
recorded since our last announcement on 
May 12. This brings the total number of 
libraries up to 396. 

The latest additions are Buxton, Port 
Talbot (2) and Coventry (3). 


We Did Not Say It 


“ War is the work of man, and being the 


International 


one of the most important chapters in a | ¥0FK of man is not inevitable.” 


book of unusual importance. 


—American Ambassador Joseph 
Kennedy, at Edinburgh. 


Pacifism As It Is Not 


The Defeat of War: Can Pacifism Achieve It? tunity to 


consider whether or not it was 


By Kenneth Ingram. Gerge Allen and Unwin. desirable to admit a particular applicant. .. If 


3s. 6d. ‘ 


ing E would despair of human history,” says 

Mr. Ingram “if the pacifist movement had 
not appeared.” But, although ultimately right 
Pacifism is immediately wrong. Pacifists are not 
to be discouraged exactly, but they should be 
kept in cold storage untit he world has become 
a better place in which better methods can hope 
teo achieve better results. 

Mr. Ingram has read Huxley, Heard and Raven 
and he has some amiable pot-shots at them 
which make entertaining reading He is 
suspicious of tke mysticism of Huxley and de- 
nounces vehemently the emphasis which is piaced 
on reform from within by development of indi- 
vidual personalities rather than on reform from 
without in the shape of abolition of the capitalist 
system. 

But his estimate of pacifist policy is completely 
vitiated by the assumption that pacifism advo- 
cates disarmament and nothing else. Not un- 
naturally he judges this policy to be inadequate. 
The first feature of his own alternative policy is 
a new world conference, to be initiated by Great 
Britain, the redress of territorial and economic 
grievances, an international court with 
machinery for altering the status quo, interna- 
tional! mandates and all the other proposals that 
pacifists have been advocating for years, together 
with one or two that they have not. 

In short, Mr. Ingram criticizes a policy which 
practically no-one advocates and then faces the 
pacifists with one of their own principal pro- 
posals. The only thing for him to do is to scrap 
the book and write another in which he con- 
siders the merits of a policy of unilateral dis- 
armament and conference. 

The author’s own position may be defined as 
somewhere between pacifism and collective se- 
curity; the Peace Front he envisages in his last 
chapter is not likely to appeal to the supporters 
of either. Mr. Ingram—quite legitimately, since 
he is arguing in terms of political expediency 
only—say that “ the Front would have full oppor- 


Denmark applied, the Council might have to 
reply that at present it would be unable for 
geographical reasons to offer her adequate 
security against invasion.” 

The supporter of collective security, wisely or 
unwisely, has at least the heroism to say that he 
would protect small nations or die in the attempt. 
The pacifist believes that his policy would abate 
the disease of which persecution is only a 
symptom. Mr. Ingram’s policy has nothing to 
do with human nature; it is an intellectual No 
Man's Land. We can and must find a way to 
peace which does not sacrifice the present 
generation in the hope of achieving security in 


Roy Walker 


CITY PEACE BOOK CENTRE 


13, Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4, 


Now Open Daily 


A quiet backwater in London's book 

world. Books and pamphlets on Peace 

and related subjects obtainable on 
demand of at short notice. 
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More Pacifist Views on Conscription 
Boycotting a Nation 


VERY soon our young men will be facing 

the Tribunals and declaring their faith 
in the Fatherhood of God and the Brother- 
hood of Man. This is our cause, one which 
we all hold dearer than life itself. 

A great strength will come from the 
realization that al reforms and worth-while 
efforts in the past commenced with hostility, 
isolation, and often incarceration. 

Christianity started with a minority of 
one, and the young men of 1939 who “dare 
to say no,” though still in a minority are 
leading us onward to that warless world 
which is our goal. Today even the states- 
men and militarists are apologetic; the so- 
called glory of war has been forever dis- 
pelled by the exhibitions in Spain, China, 
and Abyssinia. Let us have the inevitable 
Peace Conference before instead of after 
the war. 

The peoples of Europe and everywhere 
abhor the very thought of war, and this is 
a very much more important factor for 
keeping the peace than all the frantic pre- 
parations for victory that the nations are 
engaged in at present. 

To our brave young men, the message of 
the Peace Pledge Union rings out, “ Be of 
good cheer, we are with you, working, pray- 
ing, and helping all we can.” 


EDWARD T. BEATON. 
19 Sholebroke Mount, Chapeltown, Leeds, 7. 


Allow me to support the letter of Eric 
Tapsell, published in the May 12 issue of 
Peace News. 

If the PPU is a peace organization, it must 
declare its non-allegiance to a State which 
compels its youth to train for murder, But 
alas, the timidity and compromise which 
has dogged its steps almost from its incep- 
tion is leading it to make terms once more 
with a murderous and brutal government. 

Why must the PPU take the line of least 
resistance, and recommend that COs should 
go before a tribunal? The Peace Pledge 
Union does not believe in the right of the 
State to bring in conscriftion, why then 
does it seek to plead its cause before a State- 
nominated Tribunal, and thus admit the 
authority of the State to order men’s lives? 
Why does it not resist the measure, not on 
grounds of conscientious objection, but on 
grounds of moral freedom, which applies to 
every man, young or old, and whether he 
has formulated his opinions and principles 
or not? 

By this action, the PPU is leaving the 
untutored young man in the lurch, in order 
to save its own skin. It should fight con- 
scription as an issue, and not make terms 
with the beast. 

A. G. HIGGINS. 


The Brotherhood Church, Stapleton, 
nr. Pontefract. 


It is somewhat surprising to see repeatedly 
raised in your columns the assumptinn (as in 
Miss Royden’s letter) that to decline to enroll in 
National Service ranks means that anyone will 
stand aside in the presence of suffering. 

Surely it is not necessary to wear a badge or 
armlet, or walk like a goose to be ready and 
willing to render simple first-aid to our fellow 
men or women and children should the need 
arise from any cause. 

This can be done quite independantly of any 
ARP or will they claim a monopoly of service? 

GEO. W. SMITH. 

” Collinge,” Twynholm, Scotland. 


I feel.constrained to express the feelings of 
countless Christian men and women in protest 
against the introduction of conscription. War, 
with all its futility and wastage, is fundamentally 
unchristian and is a denial of the essence of the 
Gospel of Christ, and the compulsory training of 
men to learn how to destroy their fellowmen is 
not only intolerable but is an assumption by the 
State of an authority over human personality 
that is an outrage upon God and man. 

Socially, too, conscription is a retrograde step, 
a move away from democracy toward the en- 
thronement of militarism and _ totalitarianism, 
which are conditions clearly hostile to Christi- 
anity. “ 

Conscription is not a step toward peace; and 
though represented at this moment as a form of 
defence, it will be regarded elsewhere as a threat 
of offence. : 

Great wrong will be done to large numbers of 
youths who have no clear thought upon the 
matter and whose mental! and spiritual attitude 
to their fellows is now to be formed in a military 
environment. 

The peace of Europe cannot be attained by ex- 
tending this system of military power, but only 
in a genuine meeting of the needs of nations and 
in a just sharing of resources. 

Today, millions of men and women of good will 
in every nation are still looking to the Christian 
Church for strong ‘leadership in a united witness 
for peace. Will they lookin vain? 

HUGH GOODRICH. 

49, Strathyre Avenue, Norbury, S.W.16. 
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A Christian Pacifist School ? 


pe passing of the Military Training 

Act presents an increasingly urgent 
challenge to boys and young men to decide 
whether they can reconcile military ser- 
vice with the Christian faith in which 
they have been brought up. And it pre- 
sents an equally urgent challenge to their 
parents, to ministers of religion and to 
teachers, to ensure that when they come 
to face that decision, they shall not lack 
the necessary mental equipment. Is not 
the widespread and deeply-felt uneasiness 
about the introduction of conscription 
largely due to a feeling that these boys 
are being compelled to act upon a moral 
jadgment of their elders which they have 
not had a fair chance to endorse or to 
reject? 

We, therefore, as Christian Pacifists, feel 
that this need might be partially met by 
the foundation of a public school which 
would differ from existing foundations in 
that its religious basis would be the paci- 
fist interpretation of Christianity. If an 
ideal is worth proclaiming, worth working 
for, it demands to be incorporated in the 
education of our children. Christian paci. 
fism, which cuts across the denomina- 


TUTOR LCL LU EE COC CECA LLL ooo 


SAU TADTUEAUERALETIVETELATOREDETAEOPET GEOL UCQTOOTESEREEGEUSUOGAUEDEEUNTEUETAOEEASSEOEGEOASEDSEEESOUUOEEG EYED SOOCNSOOEETEACUESCUDOLDASEEEOTECATECDTTE: 


ifr 


tional cleavages of the Church of Christ, 
would be fitly embodied in an_ inter- 
denominational public school which would 
stand for reconciliation and harmonious 
co-operation between nations, between 
classes and between Churches. 2 
We believe that if it can be shown that 
such a school would meet 2 real need, 
there would be a justification, despite the 
falling birth-rate, for founding it next 
year. It is therefore necessary to attempt 
to estimate the measure of support that 
it would receive throughout the country. 
Those who would consider making bene- 
factions to the foundation, and parents 
who would welcome such a school for their 
sons, are asked to write 2 soon as possible 
te Mr. G. C. Fawcett, c/o The Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, 1% Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C.1. . : 
HENRY BETT. 
J. IVORY CRIPPS. 
A. HERBERT GRAY. 
LAURENCE HOUSMAN. 
STUART MORRIS. 
CHARLES E. RAVEN, 
LEYTON RICHARDS. 
ALEX WOOD. 
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“The Pacifist Dilemma” 


I WAS much interested by Rose Macaulay’s 

article (May 19), “The Pacifist Dilemma” 
—the more so as a friend of mine recently 
made much the same remarks about English 
pacifists to me as the German pastor made 
to her. 

Let us, first of all, realize that many 
people who make this accusation are not 
narrow Nationalists, accusing us of “ pro- 
German” sentiments. They are people who 
are genuinely horrified by the barbarity of 
Nazi methods, and who think that we paci- 
fists, however right or wrong we may be in 
our general principles, are not sufficiently 
horrified by them. _ 

I think that it is possibly true that we 
spend too much time trying to show people 
that, considering the treatment Germany 
received at the hands of the Allies after the 
Great War, there is a good dea! of excuse 
for her present behaviour. I think that, 
rather than emphasize the “justice” (accord- 
ing to inter-state standards of morality) of 
some of Germany's complaints, we should 
stress the fact that Britain and France, the 
“ federation of ex-burglars,” have no moral 
right whatever to defend by force their 
stolen goods. Miss Macaulay's German 
friend, and my friend, are educated people, 
who know the historical context. 

The “ war-to-end-war” is a myth. War 
gives power to those who have the least 
desire to end war, and one war leads to 
another. It is up to us pacifists to make 
some beginning in the attempt to break that 
vicious circle. In doing so we should re- 
member that our duty is to the future of 
civilization, our end the salvation of man- 
kind from eventual self-destruction. Such 
an ideal needs clarity of thought, strength 
of will, and a measure of “ non-attachment ” 
which it is difficult to maintain. But we 
must not be seduced from its pursuit even 
by pity for the tortured, for we know that 
violence can give only a brief respite, if any. 
So long as violence is generally considered 
to be the only reply to violence, there will 
be torture. 

At any cost, the vicious circle must be 
broken. 

MARCUS WHIFFEN 

2 Bramham Gardens, S.W.5. 


Is not the answer-to Miss Macaulay’s 
question, “ What is the pacifist to feel or do? 
What attitude is possible that shall be 
neither callous, bellicose or silly?” that it 
is the pacifist’s job to preach pacifism? 

The whcle world has plunged itself into 
a dark cellar, its armaments are obscuring 
it from the light and wisdom of its Creator. 
Let pacifists spend their time, not in com- 
plaining of those rushing insanely about, 
some in more intense darkness than others, 
but in fervent effort to start a flicker of 
light. ‘This flicker can only appear when 
the terrified masses realize that they are, 
with their weapons of slaughter, creating 
their own darkness and shutting out the 
Light of Divine Wisdom. 


WINIFRED GREENFIELD 
_36 Orchard Avenué, Parkstone. 


May I say how grateful many of us are to 
Rose Macaulay for her splendid article in last 


week’s Peace Nets. 

It is small wonder that the German pastor she 
mentions is puzzled by the attitude of some 
pacifists. Seldom does one hear a note of burning 
indignation at the treatment of small nations 
and minorities Surely no one ever denounced 
wrong more strongly than Jesus, yet He was 
full of Love. 

Cannot we pacifists adopt with all our hearts, 
the prayer of Josephine Butler, when she said: 
“I pray Thee, O God, to give me a deep, well- 
governed and lifelong hatred of all injustice, 
tyranny and cruelty.” 

CATHERINE KENDALL. 

Hazel Grove, Stockport. 


Encirclement 


I am not myself a pacifist, though other 
members of my family are, and thus I come 
into contact with Peace News. Although I 
differ from you in certain opinions, I admire 
your courage in holding to them against 
great opposition. 

Occasionally, however, you make state- 
ments with which I cannot fail to disagree. 
Among these is one in last week’s issue, 
saying, “the German charge of encircle- 
ment, in spite of our own Government’s re- 
futations, looks well-founded...” It seems 
plain to me that the only charge of encircle- 
ment that can be made by Germany is that 
insomuch as that country is prevented from 
encroaching on others, by the present 
system of military alliances, to such an ex- 
tent it is “encircled.” 

I utterly fail to imagine this present Gov- 
ernment attacking Germany, to free Czecho- 
slovakia for instance; the Stock Exchange 
would be extremely disturbed at such a 
thought. Germany is no more encircled 
than a small boy, intent on stealing a 
farmer's apples, is encircled by the farmer 
keeping a bulldog in his orchard. 

The German authorities 272 quite capable 
of taking such a statement from your paper, 
and printing it as an expression of un- 
biassed opinion in England. Thus the Ger- 
man people will come to believe that they 
are encircled, and thus to hate their 
encirclers; just as some people state that 
English people are being led to hate the 
Germans, on a charge of their being 
“ aggressors.” 

I think you pacifists should attempt to be 
fair to both sides, and not such champions 
of the underdogs that your opinion of the 
“ overdogs ” is distorted. 


= J. K. JACKSON, 
The Manse, Acle, Norwich. 


Duke of Windsor 


One would like to say bravo to Edward, Duke 
of Windsor. His speech was perhaps in keeping 
with the personality of one who has often pre- 
ferred a camera to a rifle when hunting. 

His words were those of an individual who 
does not wish to inspire men to another wasteful 
carnage, in the invariable name of defence of 
liberty. 

In refreshing contrast to the inconsistent 
utterances of our statesmen, he acquitted himself 
with a dignity and conviction characteristic of 
him. 

K. E. LALKAKA. 

30 Lucerne Road, N.5. 


NVess LIEBEN says that the League does 
- not stand for the cessation of exports 
from this country to Germany—except the 
export of armaments and related things— 
and thatGermany could willingly have 
what she wants in return for cash payment, 
not by barter arrangements. In the next 
sentence she implies that her whole object 
is to prevent Germany acquiring British 
currency, because Germany might buy the 
wrong things! 

Miss Lieben does not take up my point 
that most of the essential raw materials for 
war are also raw materials for peaceful in- 
dustry, e.g., oil and coal. You can’t strike 
a blow at one without hitting the other, ex- 
cept by refusing the finished product, e.g., 
the bombing ’plane, te which I have agreed. 

Of course, Miss Lieben, like every other 
decent human being, regrets that the inno- 
cent would suffer with the guilty (I should 
say more than the guilty) under economic 
pressure. But regret is not enough. Nor 
can I agree with Miss Lieben’s remarkable 
statement that “there is obviously a very 
big majority” in Germany today which 
willingly applauds aggressive policy and 
employs sadistic cruelty. 

Miss Lieben is juggling with words when 
she protests that her League does not wish 
to control any other nation. The object of 
the proposed boycott is coercive; it is to 
dictate the general trend of internal and 
foreign policy in the totalitarian States. If 
this is not control, what is? 

My objections ta the League remain un- 
answered: 

(a) Assuming that the pressure could be 
brought to bear I do not think it can be assumed 
that the totalitarian regimes would collapse, cer- 
tainly not without war. I submit that none of 
us has the right to inflict suffering on the inno- 
cent in an attempt—the success of which must 
necessarily be doubtful—-to coerce those whom 
we call “ guilty.” 2 

(b) I believe that in the present state of inter- 
national affairs the necessary unity of action Is 
unattainable and that a partial application of 
sanctions would have the immediate effect of 
aggravating anti-British feeling in totalitarian 
countries and placing into the hands of the 
dictators propaganda weapons even stronger than 
those which are so lavishly provided by our 
own statesmen and Press at the present time. 


ROY WALKER. 
6 Endsleigh Street, Landon, W.C.1. 


Viewed historically and psychologically 
Miss Lieben’s proposals seem doomed to in- 
effectiveness. The Versailles Treaty was 
diabolical enough, but the one episode 
which, historically, has produced the Ger- 
man temper of today began when the ten 
months’ blockade after the “cease fire” af 
the War. That provides the answer to such 
aims as the reduction of Germany, for in- 
stance, to a condition “ lacking the common- 
est needs, with a standard of life lower than 
any other European nation, wages lower, 
hours longer.” leading to “the wicked 
regime being shaken and the world brought 
back to decency,” such treatment being de- 
signed to be “ unpleasant but not punitive ” 
(her wording). 

We have once had an enemy beaten single- 
handed without allied and associated powers on 
our side, and we met the cmbittered and de- 
feated folk in another spirit, with excellent re- 
sults. Mr. Campbell Bannerman inade friends of 
them without any further beggaring or starving. 
If some such spirit bad been in evidence before 
the War started, it would have been avoided—- 
but what we learned after the grim struggte was 
not known t> us when it began. That will be the 
case in every other war, and it is worth trying 
that spirit before another one starts. 

It was a wholesome lesson. It enables us to 
see now that a calm and spontaneous decision to 
forego the right to use our highly priviteged 
Position in the world to the mortification .and 
detriment of other people, would be a neigh- 
bourly attitude. Nobody can deal with the in- 
ternal position in Germany except the Germans, 
and no one has the right to try. The “good 
peace-loving Germans” of Miss Lieben's dream 
would not remain so under her treatment and 
we, showing the sure psychological? sequence of 
hating those we had injured. would become cal- 
lous maniacs, incapable of generosity. 

We too have been an aggressor nation, How 
does she think we came by our vast dependent 
Empire? If her system were applied te us, does 
her membership really imagine it would lead us 
to humility, and docility to outside suggestions? 

Wm. McGREGOR ROSS. 

Swarthmoor Hall, Ulverston, Lanes. 


[" is literally impossible to publish all 


the letters we receive. 


Other things being equal, lofters of 
not more than 200 words stand the best 
chance of publication. 
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JOHN BARCLAY writes from Room 13: 


WHY NOT 
LIVE? 


GREAT days these, with spring here and 
summer coming. It is good to be 
alive! 

Talk of war and conscription is prevent- 
ing most people from enjoying life, and the 
general depression caused by the constant 
state of fear has completely shattered the 
old saying that “in the Spring a young 
man’s fancy lightly turns to thoughts of 
love.” We find that nearly all young men 
between the ages of 20 and 21 are thinking 
of conscription, and in a great many cases 
are deciding to oppose it. 


One of the most encouraging aspects of 
the situation is the big increase in our mem- 
bership and the desire shown by new mem- 
bers for active work. Youth is awake at 
last and on its toes. 


The challenge we throw down to them is 
that of “I dare!” It is not a question of 
offering them safety—far from it. 


* 


Adventure and risk lie with us—with 
false glamour and murder as the alterna- 
tive. “Join the Army and learn to bomb 
civilians” is not such an attractive bait as 
“Join the Peace Pledge Union and refuse 
to bomb them.” 


Girls are not so love-sick towards khaki 


uniforms as they were in 1914. They are 
not so anxious to associate themselves with 
a machine that is designed to destroy ruth- 
lessly and on such a colossal scale. War 
has lost its charm and its romance. 


The Peace Pledge Union is attracting young 
men and women filled with a deep sense of 
responsibility and full of a fine courage and 
determination. 


Week by week during the last two years we 
have built up an organization based on individual 
renunciation of war and bound together by 
friendship and a common understanding of our 
objective. Cheerfulness has been and must con- 
tinue to be our password. 


There need be no fear of the consequences, 
however difficult the next few weeks. 


* 


With the summer come long evenings and 
chances of “ Making hay while the sun 
shines.” We have quantities of new litera- 
ture to sell and distribute and the new 
Peace Service Handbook is available in 
large quantities. 

With your help, we can stop the rot and begin 
the work of winning back the friendship of the 
people of Germany and Italy. There is so much 
you can do to help and we rely on you who are 
already giving so much to give more. 


Leisure must be cut to the minimum. Reserve 
strength will be found if the desire to give is 
there. Let us stand by the 20—21's; they will 
need all our help and support. 


We have wasted too many springs since 19i4 
and it is about time that we were able to begin 
to enjoy life. War must be removed first. 

I dare you to give your imaginations full play 
and to act on the result. I warn you it will 
make life exciting and time cease to exist, but 
it’s worth it every time! 


What the Groups are Doing 


HREE successful meetings have been held in 

Hyde Park since the PPU started a stand 
there. The last meeting was addressed by 
Canon Stuart Morris and the previous one by 
C. W. Hope Gill. 


The organizers of these meetings, however, 
want more support, and they feel that every 
person who cannot be persuaded to talk might 
at least be willing to sell Peace News or the 
Peace Service Handbook at the gates. 


In order to ginger up support a meeting will 
be held on Friday (June 2) of al! interested in 
pushing the stand. Details from D. Hill, 127 
Uxbridge Road, London, W.12 


Welsh Annual Conference 


AST week we stated in error that it was 
resolved at the annual conference of the 
PPU in Wales, that the Executive Committce 
should if necessary co-opt representatives of the 
Welsh Nationalist Party and the Independent 
Labour Party with a view to co-ordinating 
opposition to the Conscription Bill. 
{It was decided to remit the question to groups 
for consideration and after receiving their report 
the Council will consider the matter again. 


Liverpool Propaganda Group 


ILL all members in Liverpool who approach 

the problem of peace on humanitarian or 

secular—as_ distinct from Christian—grounds 

get into touch with Mr. V. Winstanley, 52 Green 

Lane North, Liverpool 16, with a view to forming 
a propaganda group? 

The group would supplement the work of those 
who take the Christian approach, but it would 
do so on purely secular lines. 

Last November open-air work was initiated by 
Mr. Walter Ridley with the help of a local church 
Zroup, but the need for a secular group 1s 
pressing and urgent 


The Notice 
Board 


{tems must be received by MONDAY. 


Meetings 
Liverpool.—On Thursday, June 8, at 7.45 p.m., 
in Friends’ Meeting House, Hunter Street, to 
qiscuss anti-conscription procession on June 10. 


Poster Parades 


Liverpool.—Anti-conscription procession with 
posters on Saturday, June 10. Start at 3 p.m. 
from Islington Square. 

Parades from Dick Sheppard House on Satur- 
day evenings will be discontinued as from to- 
morrow (May 27) and until further notice. 

sellers wanted every Sunday in connexion 
with Hyde Park stana Full particulars from D. 
Hill. 127 Uxbridge Road, London W.12 


Miscellaneous 


Will anyone able to read Bulgarian, and who 
has a little time to spare to look through Bul- 
yarian newspapers, kindly communicate with 
the War Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, 
Entieid,, Middlesex? 

Chorley Wood.—Will any members in this dis- 
trict please write to S. W. Randolph, 56 The 
Main Way, Chorley Wood, as a group is being 
tormed here? : 

Will anyone able to offer even temporary 
hospitality for children who are already in this 
country communicate with the War Resisters’ 
International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middle- 
sex? There is no question of a guarantee being 


giver. 
* 


A RECRUITING parade and national service 
display, with a mock air raid, were held in 
Crawley last Friday. Hundreds saw the show 
and listened to the recruiting speeches on the 
village green. 

For a few days previous the Crawley group 
of the PPU delivered pamphlets to houses in the 
district, and PPU literature and Peace News 
were distributed to the crowds as they left the 
show. 

Already the PPU has received two recruits as 
a result of the distribuion. 


Helborn and St. Pancras A.G.M. 


REATLY increased activity and membership 

were reported at the annual general meet- 

ing of the Holborn and St. Pancras Group. 

Members had organized several public mectings 

and played an active part in the formation of 
the Central London Region. 

The group is at present engaged in a personal 
canvass of 1,500 families in Somers Town on 
the conscription issue and is organizing weekly 
meetings on the subject. 


Surprise visit for Sunderland 


ERR HUBENTHAL, from Germany, paid a 

surprise visit to the Sunderland Branch 

last week. In view of this exceptional oppor- 

tunity the ordinary activities of the groun were 

postponed for the evening and Herr Hubenthal 
consented to answer questions. 

He deplored the attitude of the Critish Press 
and stated that he was always astonished when 
visiting this country to read the misleading 
reports regarding German activities. 

Neither he nor his nation wanted war, went 
on Herr Hubenthal, they would in fact welcome 
any conference that approached the table in a 


spirit of sacrifice. provided it was representative 
of all the European nations 
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PEACE NEWS 


Your Gift Will | 
Be Doubled 


To the Editor of “ Peace News.” 


A MEMBER of PPU who desires to 
remain anonymous, has offered 
to give us £100 “if others can be 
found to guarantee this sum or more 
so that we might be able to get guar- 
antees up to a total of, say, £2,000, 
leaving a similar sum to be raised by 
the rest of the Movement over a given 
period. 
“ Alternatively, money might be 
raised on a £1 for £1 basis.” 


If any members or friends care to 
respond to this generous appeal no- 
one will be more happy than 

MAURICE L. ROWNTREE, 


Hon. Treasurer. 


University News 


Manchester and 
Conscription 


DACIFIST, Liberal and SociaJists students 
a in Manchester University have pro- 
duced the following manifesto against 
conscription: 


i In the event of a member of this University 
being compelled against his will (1) to engage 
in military service, (2) to accept alternative work 
of national importance, (3) to give a guarantee of 
either of these as a condition of completing his 
course of study, we will organize strikes and 
demonstrations immediately. 


“Further, we will provide such members with 
legal aid should they have to appear before a 
tribunal. 


“Moreover, we pledge ourselves to give the 
same support to all who resist conscription on 
pacifist or other conscientious grounds, even 
though they cannot endorse the political reasons 
advanced above for such resistance.” 


Unfortunately a politically-coloured preamble 
was added by Socialists which prevents pacifists 
from signing. The manifesto is an expression of 
the viewpoint of individuals, and is not the 
official voice of Manchester students. 


At a mecting of students the following resolu- 
tion was passed by a majority of over 100: 

“We students of [Manchester] University, be- 
lieving that the present Government’s policy of 
conscription is an encroachment upon. our 
liberties, condemn conscription in the absence of 
adequate guarantee of the democratic character 
of the home and foreign policy of H.M. 
Government.” 

A ballot on the conscription issue is being 
arranged among students of this University. (A 
similar ballot was held in the University College, 
London, with rather indecisive results). 

Manchester students have also been distribut- 
ing leaflets outside cinemas showing The Warn- 
ing. Two went inside one cinema and threw 
their leaflets into the audience from the balcony 
as the lights came on after the film. They were 
told to clear out, but they got rid of all their 
material first. 


Aldershot Tattoo Plans 


The PPU is making plans to bring “the other 
side of the question” before those visiting the 
Aldershot Tattco. 

Helpers will be wanted and members in- 
terested should get in touch with David 
Spreckley at Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, W.C.1, from whom details can be 
obtained. 


Te'ephone : EUSton 5501 
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To Whom It 


May Coneern... 


Basque House, Langham. 
18.5.39. 


Our dear Mrs. Plowman, 

Before leaving England we want to send you 
a few lines in our bad English, to tell you how 
much we love you and how good you have been 
to us. 

We are, of course, glad to see our parents, but 
on the other hand, we are very sad to leave this 
country in which we have been so happy for two 
years, and all our English friends and family 
who have been so good to us, and have worked 
for us with love interest (sic). 

Be sure that we will always remember 
England and you will please express our most 
sincere thanks to all members of the Peace 
Pledge Union as well as ourglove. 

With love to your husband and to yourself, 
from your Spanish children, who will not forget 
you. (Signed) 

Amparo Cruchaga: Ma. Angeles Cruchaga; 
Martina Cruchaga; Erneste Cruchaga; Jose Luis 
Garcia; Natividad Garcia; Eloy Valle; Argentina 
Valle; Rafaelo Collado; Ma. Angeles; Celia 
Olozaga; Rosita; Leonor Marcos; Carmen Marcos; 
Merche Lopez; Ma. Luisa Lopez; Vicente 
Rodigues; Angel Diez; Francisco Diez; Manolo 
Laceta; Asuncion Laceta; Maria Jesus Escartin; 
Berta Martinez; Luisa Martinez. 

s s . . 

A® 6 o'clock last Sunday evening, Basque 

children from homes scattered up and down 
England—from Carlisle, Birmingham, Camberley 
and Langham among many others—met at 
Victoria Station, London. The date (May 21) 
was the anniversary, to the hour, of their de- 
parture from the railway station at Bilbao, two 
years ago; now to become for some of us, too. a 
day of poignant memory. 

The children, clutching coats mugs, and sult- 
cases. and looking gay in—(many of them)—new 
jumpers, frocks and suits, with their coloured 
name-labels tied on to them, surged round the 
barrier and on to the platform. They had got 
over the worst of their partings in the morning. 
and now one could feel them buoyed up by an 
undercurrent of intense excitement. There were 
the sudden joyful meetings of long-partcd 
friends; cleventh-hour windfalls that called for 
hasty journeyings to sweet-stall and automatic 
machine; Spanish messages to go to Spain, and 
English messages—" muchos kisses” from the 
little boy. gravely corrected to “many kisses” 
by the little sister—to go back to the foster- 
parents at Nottingham. 

But the grown-ups stood about, some of them, 
looking a bit dazed and lost. Their part was over 
The children were going—home, of course. One 
must remember that, and be glad. These 
children at least had parents; though some 
fathers were in prison. And besides that, what? 
Nobody could tell you. It was no good. One 
wasn’t glad Not now. Not yet. 


Carriage doors are being shut once more. 
“Stand away, please.” Carriage windows swarm 
with children’s faces and tugging arms. Every- 
body must kiss nd be kissed once more. 
“ Again!" “One more!” “ Good-bye! ” 
“ Again—’” “Stand away, please! ” 

Eloy’s small arm is the last I touch. And then 
we are waving and kissing our hands, and trying 
to call out things—silly, meaningless things: 
“Good tuck “—‘ Dear children ”"—“ Dear Spain” 
everybody is saying something, but nothing very 
coherent. Nothing that matters. 

The back of the train is disappearing. 
Spaniards and English are crying together, their 
arms round each other. . . 

s = s 2 

Langham has tost just over a third of its 
population; 16 girls and 6 boys, among them its 
head boy and girl. its cook and some of its 
best dancers, needlewomen and _ all-round 
helpers. To-morrow the House will close down a 
wing. And so—on to June; and our next repat- 
riation, after which we shall need the help of 
our best brains (and hearts) to decide what is to 
happen to those children who have neither 
homes nor parents “ ready to receive them.” At 
present it lcoks as if among these will be 6-year- 
old Esperanza, whose smiling face is already 
known to members of the PPU from the Basque 
House stamy. D. L. P. 
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| Kvents 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 
Send notices to arrive not later than 


Monday. 


Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
an street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary’s address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Today (Friday) 
SUNDERLAND; 7.30 p.m. Elim Church, Bed- 
ford Street; E. Bowes on “The Power of Non- 
violence "; PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
George Mansur on “The Arab case in Palestine”; 


nes PPU. 
Sat. to Mon., May 27 to 29 


ay WESTERHAM; Congregational Church; Peace 
School on “Internationalism”; Canon Stuart 
Morris, Gerry Cutliffe, Rev. Clifford Pickford 
and Andrew Stewart; FoR, International Friend- 
ship League, League of Nations Union and PPU; 
Getails from Eric Gusterson, 46 Woodhurst 
Avenue, Petts Wood, Kent. 


Tuesday, May 30 


LONDON, E.C.4; 12.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Gerald Bailey; City PPU group. 

TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m. Open-air meeting; 
W. G. Millman and M. W. Briar; City PPU group. 
LONDON, W.C.2; 6.30 p.m. 9 Hop Gardens, 
St. Martin’s Lane; Rev. Patrick Figgis on “The 
Church and Unemployed”; St. Martin-in-the- 
Fields Pacifist Group. 

a ; CHELSEA; 8 p.m. Sydney Hall, Pond Place; 
Richard Ward on “The Philosophy of Pacifism ”; 


j PPU. 
Wednesday, May 31 

EDGWARE; 8 p.m. Labour Hall, Back Lane, 
Bumt Oak; anti-conscription meeting; Joan 
Barclay and J. W. Pratten; PPU. 

EDINBURGH; 8 p.m. Tollcross Hall; Rev. Henry 
Carter, Gordon Scott and Rev. George McLeod; 
Church of Scotland Peace Society. 


ic Thursday, June 1 

LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Preston Benson; City PPU group. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
“What I think about Conscription,” by an 18- 
year-old; City PPU group. 

LOUGHTON; 8 p.m. Old Post Office, Forest 
Road; John Barclay on “The Present Situa- 
tion”; PPU. 


Friday, June 2 
: LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Rev. Paul Gliddon on * The Sin of War”; PPU. 
BEXLEYHEATH; 8 p.m. Methodist Church 
Hall, Church Road, Broadway; entertainment in 
aid of Basque children; 6d. and Is. 


Saturday, June 3 
\LIVERPOOL; 3 p.m. Picton Hall; convention; 
James H. Hudson (chairman), Canon Stuart 
Morris, Mrs. Eleanor Barton, Wilfred Wellock 
and prominent local supporters; Parliamentary 
Pacifist Group; tickets (1s.) from M. M. Shearer, 
44 Oxford Road, Bootle, Liverpool 20. 


Sunday, June 4 
HYDE PARK; open-air meeting; Miss Sybil 
Morrison; PPU. Details from D. Hill, 127 Ux- 
bridge Road, London, W.12. 


HENLEY-ON-THAMES; 10.30 a.m. Friends’ 
its Mecting House, Northfield End; One-day Con- 
its ference on “ Pacifism and Imperialism ”; Harold 
its Bing and Reginald A. Robson (chairman); PPU. 
1d BERMONDSEY; 10.30 a.m. and 2.30 p.m. Town 
la Hall, Spa Road; National Convention against 
it- Conscription; particulars from No Conscription 
of . League, 17 Prescot Street, London, E.1. 
to BERMONDSEY; 7.30 p.m. Town Hall, Spa Road; 
ot Demonstration against Conscription; W. Ballan- 
At tine, Mrs Lucy Middleton, Rev. Reginald 
f- Sorensen, Fenner Brockway and James H. 


Hudson; No Conscription League. 


Tuesday, June 6 
LONDON, W.1; 7.45 p.m. Dick Sheppard Memo- 
rial Club, King’s Weigh House, Thomas Street, 
Oxford Street; London group leaders’ meeting 
followed by short play, “This is the Gate,” by 
Arlett, performed by Guildhouse Fellowship. 


Any More “Bricks” ? 


LAURENCE HOUSMAN suggested at 

the opening of Dick Sheppard House 

(the new headquarters of the Peace Pledge 

Union in Endsleigh Street, London), that 

-each member of the PPU “ be a brick” and 

help to pay for the house by sponsoring one 
of the 124,000 bricks of which it is built. 


Up to Wednesday morning 
6.920 
bricks had been sponsored. 
Was yours among them? If not, Mr. 
Frank B:; Middleton, accountant of the 
PPU, will be happy to receive your dona- 


tion at Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, W.C.1. 
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PEACE NEWS 


pposition to Conscription 


Stull Goes On 


(Continued from page 1) 


to be brief, although, it was pointed out, no 
definite plan could be outlined at the moment. 

At Uderton Road Baptist Church Institute 
South Bermondsey, on Friday !ast, Pacifists on 
Trial was presented before an audience of about 
60 people. 

There were four prisoners (PPU members) all 
of whom claimed absolute exemption from all 
services. 

Reactions to the meeting varied, and whilst 
some were disinclined to approve pacifism, it is 
anticipated that some good was done, and an 
addition to the PPU membership is expected. 

This form of mock trial will probably be given 
in the Kings Cross area on Saturday, June 17. 

As a crowded congregation left St. Jude’s 
Church, Preston, Lancashire, recently, after a 
special National, Service service, four members 
of the Preston group of the Peace Pledge Union 
who were carrying anti-militarist sandwich- 
boards, attempted to form up behind a parade 
of the Preston Sea Cadets. A police officer inter- 
vened and the pacifists eventually walked off 
alone in single file. 

An emergency meeting on conscription held by 
Stockport members of the PPU, Society of 
Friends, and Fellowship of Reconciliation, was 
packed. 

Members of conscript age have already been 
assured of their fellow-pacifists’ support. 

Liverpool PPU members are holding a lightning 
canvass of signatories of the Peace Pledge to 
find: (a) Men of conscript age; (b) Signatories 
who are prepared to support members who may 
be victimized as a result of their attitude to the 
Military Training Bill. 

Preparations are also being made for a 
“march of witness ” next month, in co-operation 
with Quakers, Christian Pacifist Groups, FoR, 
Women’s Co-operative Guilds, Salvation Army, 
and other bodies. 

Bradford branch of the PPU issued a statement 
explaining its opposition to conscription, and 
followed it up by printing 50,000 leaflets, inviting 
young men intending to register their conscien- 
tious objection to call at the PPU headquarters 
(112 Morley Street, Bradford) for friendly advice. 
These leaflets have been distributed also in 
Bingley. 

Bradford branch also inserted an advertisement 
in the press, making a similar invitation to that 
in the leaflet. 

The Central Committee of the branch has 
authorized a levy to enable a Fighting Fund to 
be created, to give assistance to local members 
and their dependants, if necessary. 

A body of young men (21 years of age and 
under) meeting in the Peace Centre, Hull, made 
it clear that they emphatically denounced the 
attempt at conscription for military service, and 
were prepared to resist on conscientious grounds. 


N.C.L. YOUTH SECTION PLANS 


At a meeting of young people who will be 
affected by the Military Training Bill, the Youth 
Committee of the No Conscription League was 
requested by resolution to register the names af 
all who intended refusing military service, and 
later, to communicate suggestions regarding the 
best form of organization for resisters. 

To facilitate this those who intend to refuse 
military service and have not registered with the 
NCL should send their name, address, age, and/or 
organization (if any) to Roy Williams, Youth 
Committee, No Conscription League, 17 Prescot 
Street, E.1. 

At a conference of all those connected with 
Leeds societies working in the interests of the 
young men affected, the Rev. “Don” Robins 
occupied the chair and the Rev. Leslie Artingstall 
was the chief speaker. The various speakers 
demanded that young men should be helped in 
every possible way. 

Mr. Artingstall declared his conviction that we 
are within sight of winning the Church for peace. 

At a_ special conference arranged by the 
Londt np Union of the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
to give advice and guidance to its members on 
the Con.cription Bill, the positive service which 
all members of the FoR could and should be en- 
gaged in was discussed. Any service they rer- 
dered must be toward building a. new world. 
But a new werid was not possible without new 
people, and therefore the development and cul- 
tivation of the spiritual life was of supreme im- 
portance 

oa 


CONFERENCE of young people represerting 

various religious denominations of Liverpool 

and Merseyside district, called by the Society of 

Friends, expressed its “ deep religious conviction 

that the Military Training Bill 

CHURCHES is a violation of the individual 

rights of conscience, and a degradation of human 
personality.” - 

Forty-two of the 48 men training for the 

Methodist Ministry at Didsbury College, Man. | 


ANOTHER 
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to the Military Training Act. 


NEW STICKERS for CAR WINDOW 


of 
THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


Price 2d. each 


THINK ABOUT CONSCRIPTION 


An appeal for a commonsense attitude 


chester, have expressed unqualified support for 
the opposition to conscription already announced 
by the Methouist students at Richmond College. 


* 


PROTEST against the introduction of con- 

scription was made by members of the staff 

and students of the University College of North 

Wales, at a meeting convened 

STUDENTS by the PPU branch in the 
college. 


A resolution carried at the meeting claimed 
from the Government the same recognition for 
other national minorities as had been accorded 
to Northern Ireland. 

By 188 votes to 74 Manchester University 
students adopted a resolution condemning con- 
scription “in the absence of adequate guarantees 
of the democratic character of the home and 
foreign policy of the Government.” 

A resolution has been passed by the Students’ 
Union of the University College of Hull opposing 
the proposal of the British Government to intro- 
duce conscription in defiance of repeated pledges. 
The resolution adds that the Union “has suffi- 
cient faith in the democratic traditions and good 
sense of the British people to believe that they 
will implement fully and voluntarily a foreign 
policy of unqualified resistance to aggression, 
which commands their respect and confidence.” 

* 

ESPITE the attitude of the General Council 
of the TUC, resistance to conscription 
among trades unions is still being 
TRADES reported. It was announced recently, 
UNIONS for instance, that the executive of 
the National Union of Distributive-and Allied 
Workers would oppose the Bill “to the extreme 

limit.” 

Nearly 300 Clydeside apprentices at the 
Harland and Wolff Ordnance Works, Glasgow, 
went on strike last week as a protest against 
conscription. 

In fiat contradiction to the decision of the 
English TUC, the Scottish TUC decided on 
Sunday no longer to co-operate in national ser- 
vice work, because of the introduction of con- 
scription. A motion in favour of industrial action 
to combat compulsory military service, calling 
upon the council to obtain the views of affiliated 
unions on the possibilities, and authorizing the 
council to express their willingness to such action, 
was adopted by 116 votes to 54. 


* 


HE Welsh Nationalist Party has been attacked 

in the South Wales press because of a 

manifesto announcing that it had 

Se eal resolved not to take part in any 

PARTE war “for the defence of 
England ” 


Opposition to conscription has also been ex- 
pressed by the Scottish Neutrality League. 

Chester Divisional Labour Party held a meet- 
ing to express opposition to conscription, at which 
the prospective Labour candidate for the Divi- 
sion, Alderman R. W. Foulkes, said the party 
“must oppose the Bill to the uttermost.” A 
member of the Chester City Council, Mrs. E. E, 
Penfold, also spoke against conscription at the 
mecting, as did several members of the PPU. 

Though the Liberal Party conference at Scar- 
borough recently “reluctantly ” agreed to con- 
scription, an amendment was adopted calling for 
provisions for the exemption of conscientious 
objectors being applied effectively. 


* 


LAMORGAN County Council has followed 
the example of the other local authorities 
LOCAL who gave oe ee to 
penalize conscientious objec- 
AUTHORITIES tors in their employ. With- 
out one dissentient the council decided last week 
that objectors should be placed in the same posi- 
tion as employees who are called up and perform 
their military training. 


Esperanto Congress this. 
Weekend 


In connection with the congress of the British 
Esperanto Association, which will be held this 
weekend (May 27 to 29) at Weston-super-Mare, it 
is proposed to hold a special meeting of the 
Pacifist Esperanto League. 

The PEL was founded in 1936 by Mr. W. J. 
Brigden, of 232 Sellincourt Road, London, S.W.17, 
who will be pleased to supply any information 
about it. Its aim is, without any distinction of 


sect, creed or party to promote the spread of 


pacifism, and of Esperanto. 
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ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 
CAMBER-ON-SEA, SUSSEX. Furnished 
Bungalow, 2 double bedrooms, 1 single lounge 


| kitchen, all electric.—211 Rosendale Road, West 
Dulwich, S.E.21. 


a 


HIGHGATE. Smal! top flat, unfurnished. £3 
per month. Suit one or two young people.— 
*Phone Mountview 5874. 


| EDUCATIONAL 


GERMAN. LESSONS 2nd conversations by 
| Viennese Pacifist, University Student, living in 
Balham, S.W.12.—Write to Box 171, Peace Neus, 
3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


| 
| HEALTH AND MEDICAL | 


BECOME A NON-SMOKER! Save £10 to £20 
annually. Improve your health. Incomparable, 
infallible method.—Wainley Non-Smoking Course. 
87 Taggart Avenue, Liverpool, 16. 


' MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mrs. Helen 


Whitticom), health practitioner, osteopath, bone- 

setter, treats all conditions of ill-health by 

natural methods. Consultations by appointment 

1 Ashley Place, SW.1 (Victoria 0131), and 2 

ai Way North, Letchworth (Letchworth 
). 


| MISCELLANEOUS | 


| EVERY PACIFIST implored send contribution 
threepence now. Two Booklets, Fascism v. Free- 
dom and Face the Facts. Mailed free.—Caivert, 
112, Hainault Avenue, Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex 


HOSPITALITY REQUIRED (for _ refugee 
family, man (blind), wife and child (aged 4). 
As long a period as possible, preferably North 
London but not essential. Period during sum- 
mer at sea-side particularly appreciated. Intel- 
lectual, highly gifted and charming family, 
especially recommended.—W.R.I1., 11 Abbey Road. 
Enfield, Middlesex. 


YOUNG MAN, age 28, public school educa- 
tion, Christian pacifist, Yorkshire. desires friend 
Similar outlook.—Box 172, Peace News, 5 Biack- 
stock Road, N.4. 


| SITUATIONS 


{ Vacant 

NORTH-WEST LONDON. Competent man re- 
quired for decorations and house repairs, with 
good prospects.—Write Box 173, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Wanted 
{ YOUNG PACIFIST JOURNALIST, resigninz 
present newspaper job rather than write war- 


licity work in some progressive movement «1 
with like-minded individual. 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


Phas seeks literary, secretarial or pub- 


Box 170, Peace 


YOUTH, 18, has relinquished clerkship with 
armament firm, urgently seeks Christian employ- 
ment.—Hill, 141 Hunterhouse Road, Sheffield. 


| WHERE fO STAY | 


- ARE YOU PLANNING gour holidays. or con- 
ference? Send for brochure. Adult Schgot 
Guest House, Manor House, Bewdley. Worcs. 
Phone 101. Free garage- 


DERBYSHIRE HIULS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy holi- 
day or restful recuperation. Increased accom. 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and ec. 
water in all bedrooms. Centrat for conferences. 
—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briarcs. Conch. near 
Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 4€4 Station 
Ambergate (L.M S$). 


KINGSTON, EDINBURGH, The Fountainhead 
of Modern Nature Cure (Health Home and 
Training Centre). Under the persona! supervi- 
sion of James C. Thomson. Particulars from the 
Secr2tary, Kingston, Edinburgh, 9. 


PRIVETT COTTAGE, Cowbeech, Hailsham. 
Country walks, cycling, garden, tennis available 
Bus passes door. From 30s. Warner. 

* 


WYE VALLEY. Guest house and craft in- 
dustry. Guests and students. Vegetarian diet. 
Barn House, Brockweir, Chepstow, Mon. 


You can help “ Peace News” by supporting 
our advertisers. 


MEAT EATING INVOLVES CRUELTY! 


Why not try The Vegetarian Way? 
Free literature, including Recipes, from 
THE VEGETARIAN SOCIETY, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2 


q 


\ 


One in Every 
Household?! 


Above is a reproduction of the striking 
cover of the “Peace Service Handbook,” 
which is having a phenomenal sale 
throughout the country. 


Orders are being attended to at the 
rate of 7,000 a day. 


“One in every British household” is now 
the aim of the Peace Pledge Union. What 
are you doing to make this possible? 


The “Handbook” is obtainable from 
PPU Headguarters, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1, at the following rates: 


Per copy: ld., postage 4d. 
Per dozen: 9d., postage 6d. 
Per 100: 6s., postage Is. 


Nation-Wide Peace 
Campaign 


Continued from page 1). 


of the sensational “ News Chronicle ” report 
that “only in very exceptional circum- 
stances will any conscientious objector be 
totally exempted from military or other 
national service.” 

If this is not a quite irresponsible utter- 
ance, it must be based on facts which in- 
cicate that the tribunals will ne prejudiced 
against the objectors from the outset. This 
can be tested only by the exercise of the 
greatest vigilance over tribunals once they 
start deliberating. 

The announcement that there will be only 
about a dozen tribunals for the whole 
country came as a shock. They will have 
jurisdiction over areas roughly correspon- 
ding to the Ministry of Labour divisions, 
and will probably sit in the main town of 
each divisions. 

. The PPU is to co-operate with the No Con- 
scription League, the Independent Labour 
Party, the Society of Friends, and other 
bodies to set up a Central Joint Advisory 
Bureau for aiding objectors, together with 
subsidiary local bureaux. 


A document is to be drawn ip outlining 
the various courses open to objectors, the 
actual choice of course resting with the men 
themselves. 

Funds are to be raised nationally and 
locally for the relief of distress among 
objectors and their dependents. 


MINISTRY OF LABOUR 
DEVELOPMENT 


The fact that the conscripts are being 
registered, 2nd later actually allocated to 
their regiments, by the Ministry of Labour, 
places that department, for the purposes of 
the Act, under the zxgis of the War Office. 

A serious position is thus created for 
Ministry of Labour clerks who are conscien- 
tious objectors themselves. 

One of them, communicating this infor- 
mation to PPU Headquarters, revealed that 
orders have been given the clerks that in 
future this registration and allotment to 
regiments will be part of their official 
duties. They have been watned to be pre- 
pared to work overtime on Saturday, June 
3, and Sunday, June 4, in view of the first 
rush of registrations. 

On Monday, June 5, will begin the PPU’s 
national campaign for the broadcasting of 
the Peace Service Handbook. 

Every area where there is a PPU group 
will be participating in the campaign, which 
is expected to result in the selling-out of 
the first 200,000 copies of the Handbook. 

This publication has been acclaimed by 
pacifists all over the country, and has 
received wide publicity in the national 
Press. It is selling at the rate of 7.000 a day, 
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HE Military Training Bill, which 
| reached its concluding stages in the 
Commons during the week—before 
going to the Lords—occupied several days, 
and is reported amply on another page. 
These notes will therefore be chiefly con- 
fined to two other main debates, namely, 
the one on Foreign Affairs on Friday and 
the discussion on the Palestine White 
Paper on Monday and Tuesday of this 
week. 

The first was introduced by Mr. Lloyd 
George, who said in his opinion there were 
two ways of ensuring peace, as well as 
making victory more certain. It was 
necessary, he went on, to have the dicta- 
tors know that we had behind us the kind 
of forces that would make our triumph 
secure, so that they (Germany and Italy) 
would not challenge the issue. 

One way, he continued, was the strengthening 
of our military forces to prepare for any emer- 
gency. The second way was securing the co- 
operation of as many independent nations as we 
could assemble in order to resist aggression. Mr. 
Lloyd George should know better, as he has been 
a party to both schemes in the past. and he 
must know how futile they have been to avert 
the threat of war. 

In the Treaty of Versailles Germany was 
reduced to a third-rate military power. Obvi- 
ously the Allied Powers had a military pre. 
dominance never known in the history of the 
world before. 

Clemenceau, in pressing his Carthaginian 
peace, declared in his famous “ tooth for a tooth 
and an eye for an eye” ultimatum, “ You forced 
this war upon us!” (The subsequent inspection 
of the various official archives, in compiling the 
history of the Great War, has proved unquestion- 
ably that Anglo-French policy was just as guilty 
as the Prussian). ‘“‘We shall take good care 
to prevent it ever happening again... .” 


The Only Way 


WHat has been the result? We ail 

know! All students of contempo- 
rary history recognize that the armaments 
race, whatever the cause for it indubitably 
leads to war. 

In fact, Mr. Lloyd George himself once said, 
“A transcendent army has always led to aggres- 
sion. To ensure peace on earth nations must 
disarm their striking forces. Without disarma- 
ment, pacts, treaties and covenants are of no 
avail. They are the paper currency of diplo- 
macy.” 

During the debate Mr. Lloyd George made an 
impassioned plea to the Government to come to 
an early agreement with Russia (one supposes 
that the Denekin-Wrangel episode does not now 
worry his conscience?) on the same terms as 
we had done with France. This is unqualified 
support in the event of being involved in war, 
irrespective as to the circumstances provoking 
it: or which side is the aggressor. 

How dangerous! It is almost like giving a 
forger (this is not a reference to any past con- 
duct of the governments mentioned) a blank 
cheque book end telling him to fill the amounts 
in at his own discretion. Of course all such 
military alliances (and acts of secret diplomacy) 
must carry with them practically as much 
potential danger as the risks.they ostensibly set 
out to overcome. 

Mr. Attlee thought the old Liberal Premier 
had drawn an extremely gloomy picture of the 
world situation, but he was afraid it was a true 
picture. He said there were arguments for 
secret diplomacy and for open diplomacy, but 
there were no arguments for leaky diplomacy. 

Shades of E. D. Morel! The sooner the Labour 
Party breaks away from playing the same game 
as the other parties the better. Once it was 
the strongest advocate of open diplomacy. Now 
is the time to boldly reaffirm this conviction. 
Only through a course of this character will the 
Labour Party be able to rally the best elements 


of democracy in this country at the next general 
election. 


Old Arguments 


THE Prime Minister, replying to the 
debate, went over very familiar 


ground. 

He reminded the House of the Government’s 
recent agreement with Turkey, and expressd 
the hope that the various differences between 
this country and Russia would soon be amicably 
Straightened out, and assured his eritics that 
the British Government’s policy’ was not 
actuated in the conduct of these negotiations by 
any mistrust of Russian ideology, as that was an 
internal matter. 

There were many ambiguous references in 
Mr. Chamberlain's speech. ‘For example, when 
replying to Sir Archibald Sinclair, on an inter- 
rogation as to the precise nature of our various 
commitments to Turkey, Rumania, Poland and 
now Russia, the Prime Minister said, “Again, I 
am not saying whether this is the same as any 
other Treaty. What I am saying is that it is 
quite wrong to say that it was not reciprocal.” 
Could anything be clearer than that? 

The same old arguments, the same play on 
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THE WEEK IN PARLIAMENT 
Futile Foreign lig olicy 
Palestine Deadlock 


words, and, it appears, the same ineffectiveness 
to try to appreciate the real cause of war and 
to honestly and fearlessly do as much in seek- 
ing a solution to all the problems confronting 
civilization as in prosecuting a policy which 
accepts war some time in the future as 
inevitable. 


Palestine Plan 


ME. MALCOLM MACDONALD, Colonial 

: Secretary, moved on Monday that the 
House should approve the Government’s 
recommendations on Palestine, as con- 
tained in the recently published White 
Paper. 

He recalled, in describing the historical back- 
ground leading up to the disturbances of the 
last few years, the obligations contracted with 
both the Arabs and the Jews were “debts of 
honour which could not be paid in counterfeit 
coinage.” Mr. MacDonald argued that the 
Balfour Declaration on Palestine becoming 
ultimately the National Home for the Jewish 
people could have meant a Jewish State and 
could have meant “something very much less.” 


Mr. MacDonald paid tribute to the “ remark- 
able creative work” done by the Jews in 
Palestine during the last twenty years. Then 
he went on to deal with the Arab side of the 
question, and said they had been there for a 
“countless generation,” and we had also given 
them pledges, although the Government did not 
recognize any claim arising out of the MacMahon 
correspondence. 


A Pacifist Commentary 


May 26, 1939 
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By R. M.B. TUTTE EAT 


RAR. HERBERT MORRISON, the follow- 
aY ing day, said that if there was any 
doubt about this (as there is) then it 
should have gone to the International 
Court at The Hague. On this particular 
issue, it does seem to be the logical way 
out of the deadlock. 


The Colonial Secretary concluded by claiming 
the Government was acting consistently with the 
War pledges (the latest Lawrence references, 
just published, seem to contradict this opinion), 
and he denied that faith had been broken on 
the question of emigration. It was not a military 
but a political problem. 


Mr. Winston Churchill said he would vote 
against the Government, as he felt that solemn 
engagements were being sacrificed for adminis- 
trative expediency. The Labour and Liberal 
opposition sided chiefly with the Jewish diffi. 
culties and showed very little tolerance or 
understanding of the Arab claims. 


Is it not possible for the three parties, the 
Government. the Jews and the Arabs, to get 
together again and consider de novo the con- 
flicting points at issue? By allowing the 
jealousies and suspicions of the past (as well 
founded as many of them may be) to come 
between any fair settlement, may well add 
highly inflammable material to a fire which 
looks as if it is already almost out of hand. 

Yet one very important aspect has been proved 
as the result of the White Paper and the debate, 
and that is that the present mandatory system 
is contrary to the best interests of self-deter- 
mination, as no government, fair as it may try 
to be, can sit both as judge and jury. 


TRADE UNIONS IN THE 
WAR MACHINE 


THE English trade union movement has 

proved that it is now a highly respect- 
able institution in capitalist society. So 
respectable, indeed, that it would not even 
prevent that society from binding the 
chains of compulsion more tightly about 
the very workers whom the trade unions 
claim to represent. 

Tuis is not to say that the movement does not 
speak up bravely, but the will to back words 
with deeds is lacking. Thus the conference of 
representatives of executives of unions affiliated 
to the English TUC supported the General 
Council’s recommendations concerning national 
service by 3,678,000 votes to 550,000. 

The resolution, which was adopted, started 
well; it “strongly condemned” compulsory 
military service and the violation of the 
Premier’s pledge; “insisted” that trade union 
apprehensions had not been allayed, and that 
any attempt to make conscription permanent or 
to extend its scope would be opposed; and called 
for measures to control prices, limit profits, and 
conscribe weelth. 


In the War Machine 


Then, just when it might—had it been a 
logical resolution—have said: “ Until this 
is done, no co-operation,” it went ‘on to 
authorize trade unionists to serve on com- 
mittees and tribunals under the Military 
Training Bill, sanctioned the continuation 
of negotiations with the Ministry of Labour 
on the war-time problems of industry, and 
so on. 

A speaker from one of the railway unions 
later moved an amendment (to another resolu- 
tion) calling for “an organized withdrawal from 
all forms of national service work” and for “an 
intensive campaign for the purpose of 
exposing the whole fascist character of the 
scheme of national service.” This was rejected 
by 3,817,000 votes to 232,000. 


So Labour is committed to participation in the 
war machine, but not even on its own terms. 
Apparently the movement as a whole has for- 
gotten the lesson of the last war—that “ Labour 
fights wars, and pays for them.” 

In striking contrast to this conference was 
that held by the Scottish TUC, reported on 
another page. 

Doubtless much of the opposition to the official 
policy that does exist in England is due. to 
distrust of the Government rather than to oppo- 
sition to all war. There is, therefore, a big field 
in urgent need of further permeation by pacifist 
opinion. 


China’s Agony 


ONCE again the Chinese representative 
at Geneva has asked the League 


Council 

To urge aeroplane manfacturing and oil- 
producing countries to stop supplying Japan; 

To set up an international committee. to 
inquire into the bombing of the civilian popula- 
tion; 

To recommend member-States 
financial and material aid to China; 

To refrain from doing anything to weaken 
China's powes of resistance; and 

To withhold trom Japan the supply of war 
materials. ; 

The French and British spokesmen were 
sympathetic, but regretted they could not support 
these “far-reaching proposals.” The Council 
contented itself with taking note of the various 
statements. and authorized its president to con- 
sult his coileagues with regard to the continua- 
tion of the discussion. 

And China’s agony was thus politely dis- 
posed of. 

Apart from any implications which the Chinese 
representative may have had in mind, the pro- 
posals would be supported py many pacifists, 
particularly if the cessation of export of war 
material to the aggressor were accompanied by 
an abandonment of war preparation by the 
exporters. 

What is not justifiable is to “pass by on the 
other side,” as what most statesmen at Geneva 
seemed anxious to do. 
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